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Mrs. MONTAG. 


MADAM, 
BELIEVE, you are * 


- ſuaded that I never enter- 
tained a thought of appearing in 
public, when the defire of be- 
ing uſeful to one dear child, in 
whom I take the tendereſt in- 
tereft, induced me to write the 
following Letters: perhaps it 
was the partiality of friendſhip, 
which ſo far biafſed your judg- 
| A 2 ment 


iv DEDICATION. 


ment as to make you think 


them capable of being more ex- 


tenſively uſeful, and warmly to 


recommend the publication of 


them. Though this partiality 
could alone prevent your judg- 
ment from being conſidered as 
deciſive in favour of the work, 
it is more flattering to the wri- 
ter than any literary fame; if, 


however, you will allow me to 


add, that ſome ſtrokes of your 
elegant pen have corrected theſe 
Letters, I may hope, they will 
W 83 be 


DEDICATION: » 


be received with an attention, 
which will enſure a candid 
judgment from the reader, and 
perhaps will enable them to 
make ſome uſeful impreſſions on 
thoſe, to whom they are now 
particularly offered. 
They only, who know how 
your hours are employed, and 
of what important value they are 
to the good and happineſs of in- 
dividuals, as well as to the de- 
light and improvement of the 
public, can juſtly eſtimate my 
obli- 


vi DEDICATION. 
obligation to you for the time 
and conſideration. you have be- 
ſtowed on this little work. As 


claim a ſort of right to the 
ornament and protection of your 
name, and to the privilege of 
publicly profeſſing myſelf, with 
the higheſt eſteem, 


MADAM," 
wy much obliged friend, 
1 : and moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, 


HesTER CHAPONE. 


you have drawn it forth, I may 


— 
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my DEAREST NIECE, 4 8 0 

HOUGH you are ſo happy 
p as to have parents, who are 
both capable and deſirous of giv2 
Ing you, all proper. inſtruction, yet 
1, who love you ſo tenderly, can- 
not help fondly wiſhing to contri- 
bute ſomething, if poſſible, to your. 
improvement and welfare: And, as 
I am ſo far ſeparated from you, that | 
Vor. 5 B it 


95 


2 On the Firſt Prindples of Religion. 
it is only by pen and ink I can offer 
you my ſentiments, I will hope that 
your attention may be engaged, by 
ſeeing on paper, from the hand of 
one of your warmeſt friends, Truths 
of the higheſt importance, which, 
though you may not find new, can 
never be too deeply engraven on 
your mind. Some of them perhaps 
may make no great impreſſion at 
preſent, and yet may ſo far gain a 
place in your memory as readily to 
return to your thoughts when oc- 
caſion recalls them. And, if you 
pay me the compliment of preſerv- 
ing my letters, you may poſſibly re- 
peruſe them at ſome future period, 
5 when doncuring circumſtances may 
5 | give 
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On the Fir/t Principles of Religion. 3 


give them additional weight; - and 


thus they may prove more effectual 
than the ſame chings ſpoken in con- 
verfation, But, however this may 
prove, I cannot reſiſt the deſire of 
trying to be in ſome degree uſeful 
to you, on your ſetting out in a life 
of trial and difficulty; your ſucceſs 


in which muſt determine your fate 


for ever. 


Hitherto you have © thought as 

* a child, and underſtood as a 
« chjld;” but it is time © to put 
away childiſh things,” —You are 
now in your fifteenth year, and muſt 
ſoon act for yourſelf ; therefore it is 
high time to ſtore your mind with 
B 2 thoſe 


4 On the Firſt Principles of Religion. 
thoſe principles, which muſt direct 
your conduct, and fix your charac- 
ter. If you deſire to live in peace 
and honour, in favour with God 
and man, and to die in the glo- 
rious hope of riſing from the 
grave to a life of endleſs happi- 
neſs—if theſe things appear worthy 
your ambition, you mult ſet out in 
earneſt in the purſuit of them Vir- 
tue and happineſs are not attain- 
ed by chance, nor by a cold and 
Janguid approbation; they muſt be 
fought with ardour, attended to with 
diligence, and every aſſiſtance muſt 
be eagerly embraced that may en- 
able you to obtain them. Conſider, 
that — and evil are now before 

—_—_ 5 


On the Finſ Principles of Religion. 3 
you, that, if you do not heartily 
chooſe and love the one, you muſt 
undoubtedly be the wretched victim 
of the other. Vour trial is now be- 
gun; you muſt either become one 
of the glorious children of God, who 
are to rejoice in his love for ever, or 
a child of deſtruction — miſerable in 
this life, and puniſhed with eternal 
death hereafter, Surely, you will 
be impreſſed by fo awful a ſituation ! 
you will earneſtly pray to be directed 
into that road of life, which leads 
to excellence and happineſs; and, 
you will be thankful to every kind 
hand that is held out, to ſet you 
forward in your journey, 


B 3 The 


6 On the Firſt Principles of Religiow. 
The firſt ſtep muſt be co awaken 
your mind to a ſenſe of the impor- 
tance of the taſk before you; which 
is no leſs than to bring your frail 
nature to that degree of Chriftian 
perfection, which is to qualify it for 
Immortality, and, without which, it 
is neceſſarily incapable of happi- 
neſs; for, it is a truth never to be 
forgotten, that God has annexed 
happineſs to virtue, and miſery to 
vice, by the unchangeable nature of 
things; and that, a wicked being 
_ (while he continues ſuch) is in a na- 
tural incapacity of enjoying: happi- 


neſs, even with the concurrence of all 


thoſe outward circumſtances, which 
in a virtuous mind would produce it. 


As 
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On'the Firfl Principles of Religion, 7 
As there are degrees of virtue and 
vice, ſo are there of reward and 
puniſhment, both here and here- 
after: But, let not my deareſt Niece 
aim only at eſcaping the dreadful 
doom of the wicked—let your de- 
fires take a nobler flight, and aſpire 
after thofe tranſcendent honours; 
and that brighter crown of glory, 
which await thoſe who have excell- 
ed in virtue; and, let the animating 
thought, that every ſecret effort to 
gain his favour is noted by your 
all- ſeeing judge, who will, with 
infinite goodneſs, proportion your 
reward to your labours, excite 
every faculty of your ſoul to pleaſe 
and ſerve him. To this end, 

B 4 you 


8 On the Firft Principles of Religion.) 
you muſt inform your underſtanding 
what you ought to believe, and to 
do. — You muſt correct and purify 
your heart; cheriſh and improve 
all its good affections; and conti- 
nually mortify and ſubdue thoſe 
that are evil. — Lou muſt form and 
govern your temper and manners, ac- 
cording to the laws of benevolence 
and juſtice; and qualify yourſelf, 
by all means in your power, for an 
uſeful and agreeable member of ſo- 
ciety. All this you ſee is no light 
buſineſs, nor can it be performed 
without a ſincere and earneſt appli- 


cation of the mind, as to its great 


and conſtant object. When once 
you conſider life, and the duties of 


life, 


r Go mD! m . ih. hs 


On the Firft Principles of Religion. 9 

life, in this manner, you will liſten 
_ eagerly to the voice of inſtruction 

and admonition, and ſeize every 
opportunity of improvement; eve- 
ry uſeful hint will be laid up in 
your heart, and your chief delight 
will be in thoſe perſons, and thoſe 
books, from which you can learn 
true wiſdom, m. 


The only ſure foundation of hu- 
man virtue is Religion, and the foun- 
dation and firſt principle of religion 
is the belief of the one only God, 
and a juſt ſenſe of his attributes. 
This you will think you have learn'd 
long ſince, and poſſeſs in common 

with almoſt every human creature 


in 
4 


10 On the Firfl Principles of Religion 
in this enlightened age and nation; 
but, believe me, it is leſs common 
than you imagine, to believe in the 
true God that is, to form ſuch a 
notion of the Deity as is agteeable to 
truth, and conſiſtent with thoſe in- 
finite perfections, which all profeſs 
to aſcribe to him. To form worthy 
notions of the ſupreme Being, as far 
as we are capable, is eſſential to 
true religion and morality ; for as it 
is out duty to imitate thoſe qualities 
of the Divinity, which are-imitable 
by us, ſo is it neceſſary we ſhould 
know what they are, and fatal to 
miſtake them. Can thoſe who 
think of God with ſervile dread and 
* as of a gloomy tyrant, armed 
with 
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On the Firft Principles Rullgian. 21 


with almighty power to torment and 


deſtroy them, be ſaid to believe in 
the true God?—in that God who, 
the ſcriptures ſay, is love? The 
kindeſt and beſt of Beings, who 
made all creatures in bountiful good- 
neſs, that he might communicate to 
them ſome portion of his on un- 
alterable happineſs !—who conde- 
ſcends to ſtile himſelf our Father 
and, who piticth us, as a father pi- 
tieth his own. children Can thoſe 
who expect to pleaſe God by cruelty 
to themſelves, or to their fellow. 
creatures - by horrid puniſhments 
of their own bodies for the fin of 
their ſouls—or, by more horrid per- 
1. of others for difference of 
opinion, 


12 On the Finft Principles of Religion.) 

opinion, be called true believers ? 
Have they not ſet up another God 
in their own minds, Who rather re- 
ſembles the worſt of beings than the 
beſt? Nor do thoſe act on ſurer 
principles who think to gain the 
favour of God by ſenſeleſs enthu- 


ſiaſm and frantic raptures, more 


like the wild exceſſes of the moſt de- 
praved human love, than that rea- 
ſonable adoration, that holy reve- 
rential love, which is due to the 
pure and holy Father of the uni- 
verſe, Thoſe: likewiſe, who mur- 


mur againſt his providence and re- 
pine under the reſtraint of his com- 


mands, cannot firmly believe him 
infinitely wiſe and good. If we are 
| not, 
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On the Firſt Principles of Religions 13 
not diſpoſed to truſt him for future 
events, to baniſn fruitleſs anxiety, 
and to believe that all things work 
together for good to thoſe that love 
him, ſurely we do not really believe 
in the God of mercy and truth. If 
we wiſh to avoid all remembrance 
of him, all communion with him, 
as much as we dare, ſurely we do 
not believe him to be the ſource of 

joy and ee the eſe of 
all oc. iron 


3 1 3 it is, that ſo 
few hearts ſhould feel the plea- 
ſures of real piety! — that, prayer 
and thankſgiving} ſhould be per- 
formed, as they too often are, 
VIA not 


1 On the Fi Privipl of kh 
not with joy, and love, and grati- 
rude; but, with cold indifference, 
melancholy dejection, or ſecret hor- 
for !—it is true, we are all ſuch 
frail and finful creatures, that we 
juſtly fear to have offended our gra- 
cious father; but, let us remember 
the condition of his forgiveneſs : If 
you have ſinned—“ fin no more.” 
He is ready to receive you when- 
ever you ſincerely turn to him 
and, he is ready to aſſiſt you, when 
you do but deſire to obey him, Let 
your devotion then be the language 
of filial love and gratitude; confide 
to this kindeſt of "fathers every 
want, and every wiſh of your heart; 
but ſubmit them all tohis will, and 
2 freely 
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On the Firft Principles of Religion. 15 
freely offer him the diſpoſal of your- 
ſelf, and of all your affairs. Thank 
him for his benefits, and even for 
his puniſhments — convinced that 
theſe alſo are benefits, and merci- 
fully deſigned for your good. Im- 
plore his direction in all difficul- 
ties; his aſſiſtance in all trials; his 
comfort and ſupport in ſickneſs or 
affliction; his reſtraining grace in 
the time of proſperity and joy. Do 
not perſiſt in deſiring what his pro- 
vidence denies you; but be aſſured 
it is not good for you. Refuſe not 
any thing he allots you, but em- 
brace it as the beſt and propereſt 
for you. Can you do leſs to your 
heavenly Father than what your 
duty 
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16 On the Frrft Principles if Religion, 
duty to an earthly one requires ?—If 
you were to aſk, permiſſion of your 
father, to do, or to have any thing 
you deſire, and he ſhould refuſe it 
to you, would you obſtinately per- 
= in ſetting your heart upon it, 
twithſtanding, his - prohibition ? 
pier you not rather ſay, My father 
is wiſer than J am; he loves me, 
and would not deny my requeſt, if 
it was fit, to be granted; 1; will 
therefore baniſh;.the, thought, and 
chearfully acquieſce in his will ꝰ— 
How much rather ſhould this 
be ſaid of our heavenly. Father, 
whoſe . wiſdom, cannot be miſ⸗ 
taken, and whoſe bountiful, kind- 
.neſs is infinite | — Love him there- 


fore 


On the Firft Principles of Raligian. 17 
fore in the ſame manner you love 
your earthly parents, but in a much 
higher degree—in the higheſt your 
nature is capable of. Forget not 
to dedicate yourſelf to his ſervice 
every day z to implore his forgive- 
neſs of your faults, and his protec- 
tion from evil, every night: and this 
not merely in formal words, unac+ 
companied byanyact of the mind, but 
ein ſpirit and in truth; in grate- 
ful love, and humble adoration. 
Nor let theſe ſtated periods of wor- 
ſhip be your only communication 
with him; accuſtom yourſelf. to 
think often of him, in all your 
waking hours; to contemplate his 
wiſdom and power, in the works of 
e his 


18 On the Firft Principles of Religion. 
his hands — to acknowledge his 
goodneſs in every object of uſe or of 
pleaſure—to delight in giving him 
praiſe in your inmoſt heart, in the 
midſt of every innocent gratifica- 
tion—In the livelieſt hour of ſocial 
enjoyment. You cannot conceive, 
if you have not experienced, how 
much ſuch ſilent acts of gratitude 


and love will enhance every, plea- 


ſure; nor what ſweet ſerenity, and 
chearfulneſs ſuch reflections will 
diffuſe over your mind. On the 
other hand, when you are ſuffering 
pain or ſorrow, when you are con- 
fined to an unpleaſant ſituation, or 
engaged in a painful duty, how 
will it ſupport and animate you, 
2 0 


On the Firſt Principles of Religion. 19 
to refer yourſelf to your almighty 
Father! — to- be: aſſured that he 
knows yourſtate and your intentions; 
that no effort of virtue 1s loſt in his 
ſight, nor the leaſt of your actions 
or ſufferings diſregarded or forgot- 
ten !-—that his hand is ever over 
you, to ward off every real evil, 
which is not the effect of your own 
ill conduct, and to relieve every 
ſuffering that is not uſeful to your 
future well-being ! 


You ſee, my dear, that true de- 
votion is not a melancholy ſenti- 
ment that depreſſes the ſpirits, and 
excludes the ideas of pleaſure, 
which youth is ſo fond of: on the 
C 2 con- 


contraty, there is nothing ſo friend- 
ly to joy, ſo productive of true 
pleaſure, fo peculiarly ſuited to the 
_ warmth and innocence of a. youth- 
ful heart. Do not therefore think 
it too ſoon to turn your mind to 
God; but offer him the farſt fruits 


of your underſtanding and affec- 
tions: and be affured, that the more 


you increaſe in love to him, and de- 
light in his laws, the more you will 
increaſe in happineſs, in excellence, 
and honour:—that, in proportion as 
you improve in true piety, you will 
become dear and amiable to your 
fellow creatures; contented and 
peaceful in yourſelf; and qualified 
to enjoy the beſt bleſſings of this 
: No life, 
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On the Nin Principles of Religion. 21 
life, as well as to inherit the glori- 


Thus far have ſpoken of the firſt 
principles of all religion: name- 
ly, belief in God, worthy notions 
of his attributes, and ſuitable affee- 
tions towards him which will na- 
turally excite a ſincere deſire of obe- 
dience. But, before you-can obey 
his will, you muſt know what that 
will is; you muſt enquire in what 
manner he has declared it, and where 
you may find thoſe laws, which 
malt be the rule of your actions. 


The great laws of morality are 
indeed written in our hearts, and 
C 3 | may 


22 On the Firſt Principles of Religion. 
may be diſcovered by reaſon; but 
our reaſon is of flow growth; very 
unequally diſpenſed to different per- 
fons; liable to error, and confined 
within very narrow limits in all. 
If, therefore, God has vouchſafed 
to grant a particular revelation of 
his will if he has been ſo unſpeak- 
ably gracious, as to ſend his ſon in- 
to the world to reclaim mankind 
from error and wickedneſs - to die 
for our ſins—and to teach us the 
way to eternal life — ſurely it be- 
comes us to receive his precepts with 
the deepeſt reverence; to love and 
prize them above all things; and 
to ſtudy them conſtantly, with 
an earneſt deſire to conform our 
thoughts, 


On the Firſt Principles of Religion. 23 
thoughts, our words, and actions 
to them.. | 


As you advance in years and un- 
derſtanding, I hope you will be able 
to examine for _ yourſelf the evi- 
dences of the Chriſtian religion, and 
be convinced, on. rational grounds, 
of its divine authority. At preſent, 
ſuch enquiries would demand more 
ſtudy, and greater powers of reaſon- 
ing, than your age admits of. It 
is your part therefore, till you are 
capable of underſtanding the proofs, 
to believe your parents and teachers, 
that the holy ſcriptures are writings 
inſpired by God, containing a true 
hiſtory of facts, in which we are 
deeply concerned—a true recital of 

8 4 the 


— mr ta 4 
. 


the laws given by God to Moſes, 
and of the precepts of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, delivered from 


his own mouth to his diſciples, and 


repeated and enlarged upon in the 


edifying epiſtles of his Apoſtles—' 
who were men choſen from amongft 


. thoſe, who had the advantage of 


converſing with our Lord, to bear 
witneſs of his miracles and reſur- 
retion—and who, after his aſcen- 
fron, were affiſted and inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoft. This facred vo- 


blume muft be the rule of your life. 


In it you will find all truths ne- 
ceſſary to be believed; and plain 
and eaſy directions, for the practice 


of every duty: Tour Bible then 


muſt 


On the Nies Principles of Religion. 25 
muſt be your chief ſtudy and de- 
light: but, as it contains many va- 
rious kinds of writing ſame parts 
obſcure and difficult of interpreta- 
tion, others plain and intelligible to 
the meaneſt capacity I would chief. 
ly recommend to your frequent pe- 
ruſal ſuch parts of the facred writ- 
ings as are moſt adapted to your 
underſtanding, and moſt neceffary 
for your inſtruction. Our Saviour's 
precepts were ſpoken to the com- 
mon people amongſt the Jews; and 
were therefore given in a manner 
eaſy to be underſtood, and equally 
ſtriking and inſtructive to the learn- 
ed and unlearned: for the moſt ig- 
norant may comprehend them, 

b whilſt 


26 On the Firft Principles of Religion. 

whilſt the wiſeſt mult be charmed 
and awed, by the beautiful and ma- 
jeſtic ſimplicity with which they are 
expreſſed. Of the ſame kind are 
the Ten Commandments, delivered 
by God to Moſes ; which, as they 
were deſigned for univerſal laws, 
are worded in the moſt conciſe and 
ſimple manner, yet with a majeſty, 
which commands our utmoſt reve- 


FENCE. RN \ 


- I think you will receive great 

pleaſure, as well as improvement, 
from the hiſtorical books of the 
Old Teſtament—provided you read 
them as an hiſtory, in a regular 
courſe, and keep the thread of it in 
2 5 ; your 


On the Firſt Principles of Religion: 25 
your mind, as you go on. 1 
know of none, true or fictitious, 
that is equally wonderful, - intereſt- 
ing, and affecting; or that is told 
in ſo ſhort and ſimple a manner as 
this, which is, of all hiſtories, the 
moſt authentic. | 


In my next letter, I will give you 
ſome brief directions, concerning 
the method and courſe I wiſh you; 
to purſue, in reading the holy ſcrip- 
tures. May you be enabled to 


make the beſt uſe of this moſt pre- 


cious gift of God—this ſacred trea-, 
ſury of knowledge! May you read 
the Bible, not as a taſk, nor as the 
dull employment of that day only 

in 
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in which you are forbidden more 
lively entertainments—bur, with a 
fincere and ardent deſire of inftruc- 
tion; with that love and delight in 
God's word, which the holy Pſal- 
miſt fo pathetically felt, and de- 
ſcribed, and which is the natural 
conſequence of loving God and vir- 
tue! Though I ſpeak this of the 
Bible in general, I would not be un- 
derſtood to mean, that every part 
of the volume is equally intereſting. 
J have already ſaid, that it conſiſts 
of various matter, and various kinds 
of books, which muſt be read with 
different views and ſentiments, The 
having fome general notion of what 
you are to expect from each book” 
1 may 
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may poſſibly help you to underſtand 
them, and heighten your reliſh of 
them. I ſhall treat you as if you 
were perfectly new to the whole; 
for ſo I wiſh you to conſider your- 
ſelf; becauſe the time and manner, 
in which children uſually read the 
Bible, are very ill calculated to 
make them really acquainted with 
it; and too many people who have 
read it. thus, without underſtanding 
it in their youth, ſatisfy themſelves 
that they know enough of it, and 
never afterwards ſtudy it with at- 
tention, when. they come to a ma- 
turer age. 053 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, my beloved Niece! If the 
feelings of your heart, whilſt you 


read my letters, correſpond with 


thoſe of mine, whilſt I write them, 
I ſhall not be without the advantage 
of your partial affection, to give 
weight to' my advice; for believe 
me, my own dear girl, my heart 
and eyes overflow with tenderneſs, 
while I tell you, with how warm 
and earneſt prayers for yout hap- 
pineſs here, and hereafter, I ſub- 
ſeribe myſel , 


your faithful friend 


and moſt affectionate Aunt, 


= 3 tad 
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L. STT ER. H. 


NO W proceed to give my dear 
niece ſome ſhort ſketches of the 
matter contained in the different 
books of the Bible, and of the 
courſe in which they ought to be 


read. 


The firſt book, GENESIS, con- 
tains the moſt grand, and, to us, the 
moſt intereſting events, that ever 
happened in the univerſe: — The 
creation of the world, and of man: 
— The deplorable fall of man, from 
his firſt ſtate of excellence and bliſs, 

to 
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to the diſtreſſed condition in which 
we ſee all his deſcendants continue: 
— The ſentence of death pronounced 
on Adam, and on all his race — with 
the reviving promiſe of that deli- 
verance, which has ſince been 
wrought for us by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour:.— The account of the early 
ſtate of the world: Of the univerſal 
deluge:—The diviſion of mankind 
into different nations and languages: 
— The ſtory of Abraham, the foun- 
der of the Jewiſh people; whoſe 
unſhaken faith and obedience, under 
the ſevereſt trial human nature 
could ſuſtain, obtained ſuch favour 
in the ſight of God, that he vouch- 
 fafed to ſtile him his friend, and 
— 4 promiſed 


= 


{2 os 


7 3 7 


„ . >. V. 


Or the Study of the boly Scriptures. 33 


promiſed to make of his poſterity a 


great nation; and that in his ſeed 
that is in one of his deſcendants— all 
the kingdoms of the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed: this, you will eaſily ſee, re- 
fers to the Meſſiah, who was to be 
the bleſſing and deliverance of all 
nations. It is amazing that the 
Jews, poſſeſſing this prophecy a- 
mong many others, ſhould have 
been ſo blinded by prejudice, as to 
have expected, from this great per- 
ſonage, only a temporal deliverance of 
their own nation from the ſubjection 
to which they were reduced yader 
the Romans: it is equally amazing, 


that ſome Chriſtians ſhould, even 


now, confine the bleſſed effects of 
Vor. I. D his; 


» 0 
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his appearance upon earth, to this 
or that particular ſect or profeſſion, 
when he is fo clearly and emphati- 
cally defcribed as the Saviour of the 
whole world. The ſtory of Abra- 
ham's proceeding to ſacrifice his on- 


ly ſon at the command of God, is 
affecting in the higheſt degree, and 


 fets forth a pattern of unlimited 
reſignation, that every one ought 
to imitate, in thoſe trials of, obe- 
dience under temptation, 'or of ac- 
quieſcence under afflicting difpenſa- 
tions, which fall to their lot: of this 
we may be aſſured, that our trials 
will be always proportioned to the 
powers afforded us: If we have not 
Abraham's ftrength of mind, net- 
_ Ihe * 
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ther ſhall we be called upon to lift 
the bloody knife againſt the boſom 
of an only child; but, if the al- 
mighty arm ſhould be lifted up 
againſt him, we muſt be ready to 
reſign him, and all we hold dear, 
to the divine will. This action of 
Abraham has been cenſured by 
ſome, who do not attend to the diſ- 
tinction between obedience to a ſpe- 
cial command, and the deteſtably 
cruel ſacrifices of the Heathens, who 
fomerimes voluntarily, and without 
any divine injunctions, offered up 
their own children, under the no- 
tion of appeaſing the anger of their 
gods. An abſolute command from 
God himfelf—as in the caſe of Abra- 

D 2 ham 
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ham—enticely alters the moral na- 
ture of the action; ſince he, and he 
only, has a perfect right over the 
lives of his creatures, and may ap- 
point whom he will, either angel vr 
man, to be his inſtrument of de: 
ſtruction. That it was really the 
voice of God, which pronounced 
the command, and not a deluſion, 
might be made certain to Abraham's 
mind, by means we do not compre- 
hend, but which we know to be 
within the power of him who made 
our ſouls as well as bodies, and 
who can controul and direct every 
faculty of rhe human mind: and 
we may be aſſured, that if he was 
pleaſed to reveal himſelf ſo miracu- 

_ Jouſly, 


» 
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louſly, he would not leave a poſſi- 
bility of doubting whether it was a 
real or an imaginary revelation : thus 
the ſacrifice of Abraham appears 
to be clear of all ſuperſtition, and 
remains the nobleſt inſtance of reli- 
gious faith and ſubmiſſion that was 
ever given by a mere man: we can- 
not wonder that the bleſſings be- 
ſtowed on him for it ſhould have 
been extended to his poſterity.— 
This book proceeds with the hif- 
tory of Iſaac, which becomes very 
intereſting to us, from the touch- 
ing ſcene I have mentioned—and 
ſtill more ſo; if we conſider him 
as the type of our Saviour: it re- 
counts his marriage with Rebecca— 

D 3 the 
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the birth and hiſtory of his two ſons, 
Jacob, the father of the twelve: 
tribes, and Eſau, the father of the 
Edomites or Idumeans — the ex- 
quiſitely affecting Rory of Joſeph 
and his brethren and of his tranſ- 

planting the Iſraelites into Egypt, 
who there multiplied to a great na- 
tion. g 


In Exodus, you read of a ſeries of 


wonders, wrought by the Almighty, 
to reſcue the oppreſſed Iſraelites 
from the cruel tyranny of the Egyp- 


tians, who, having firſt received 


them as gueſts, by degrees reduced 
them to a ſtate of ſlavery, By the 
moſt peculiar mercies and exertions 

in. 


* 
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in their favour, God prepared his 
choſen people to receive, with reve- 
rent and obedient hearts, the ſolemn 
reſtitution of thoſe primitive laws, 
which probably he had revealed to 
Adam and his immediate deſcen- 
dants, or which, at leaſt, he had 
made known by the dictates of con- 
ſcience, but which, time, and the 
degeneracy of mankind, had much 
obſcured, This important revela- 
tion was made to them in the Wil- 
derneſs of Sinah: there, aſſembled 
before the burning mountain, ſur- 
rounded 4 with blackneſs, and 
« darkneſs, and tempeſt,” they 
heard the awful voice of God pro- 
nounce the eternal law, impreſſing 

D 4 It 
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i on their hearts, with circum- 
ſtances of terror, but without thoſe 
encouragements and thoſe excel- 
lent promiſes, which were after- 


wards offered to mankind by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thus were the great laws ane 
of morality reſtored to the Jews, the 
and through them tranſmitted to civ 
other nations; and by that means a wa 

great reſtraint was oppoſed to the 

torrent of vice and impiety, which 
began to prevail over the world. ani 
| | F190 Pe 
- To thoſe moral precepts, which pr. 
are of perpetual and univerſal obli- pie 
gation, were ſuperadded, by the ex 
miniſtration of Moſes, many pecu- pr 
ba 


har inſtitutions, wiſely adapted to 
© different 
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different ends—either, to fix the me- 
mory of thoſe paſt deliverances; 
which were figurative of a future 


and far greater falvation—to place 
inviolable barriers between the Jews 
and the idolatrous nations, by whom 
they were ſurrounded—or, to be the 
civil law, by which the community: 
was to be governed. 


To conduct this ſeries of events, 
and 'to-eſtabliſh theſe laws with his 
people, God raiſed up that great 
prophet Moſes, whoſe faith and 
piety enabled him to undertake and. 
execute the moſt arduous enter- 
prizes, and to purſue, with una- 
bated zeal, the welfare of his coun- 


trymen; 
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trymen; even in the hour of death, 


this generous ardour ſtill prevailed: 


his laſt moments were employed in 
fervent prayers for their proſperity, 


and, in rapturous gratitude, for 
the glimpſe vouchſafed him of a 


Saviour, far greater than himſelf, 


whom God would one day raiſe up 
to his people. ©) 


Thus did Moſes, by the excel- 


lency of his faith, obtain a glorious 


pre-eminence among the ſaints and 
prophets in heaven; while, on earth, 
he will be ever revered, as the firſt 
of thoſe benefactors to mankind, 
whoſe labours for the public good 

| have 
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have endeared their memory to all 
ages. N! | 


The next book is Leviticus, 
which contains little beſides the 
laws for the peculiar ritual obſer- 
vance of the Jews, and therefore 
affords no great inſtruction to us 
now; you may pals it over entire- 
ly: —and, for the ſame reaſon, you 
may omit the firſt eight chapters of 
NuMBERS. The reſt of Numbers 
is chiefly a continuation of the hiſ- 
tory, with ſome ritual laws. 


In DRUurRRON OM, Moſes makes. 

a recapitulation of the foregoing 
hiſtory, with zealous. exhortations to 
the 
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the people, faithfully to worſhip! 
and obey that God, who had work-' 


ed ſuch amazing wonders for them: 
he promiſes them the nobleſt tem- 


poral bleſſings, if they prove obe- 
dient, and adds the moſt awful and 


ſtriking denunciations againſt them, 


if they rebel, or forſake the true 
God. I have before obſerved, that 
the ſanctions of the Moſaic law were 
temporal rewards and puniſhments, 
thoſe of the New Teſtament are 
eternal : Theſe laſt, as they are ſo 
infinitely more - forcible ' than the 


firſt, were reſerved for the laſt, beſt 
gift to mankind—and were revealed 
by the Meſſiah, in the fulleſt and 


cleareſt manner. Moſes, in this: 


5 book, 
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book, directs the method in which 
the. Hraelites were to deal with the 
ſeven nations, whom they were ap- 
pointed to puniſn for their profligacy 


and idolatry; and whoſe land they 


were to poſſeſs, when they had dri- 
ven out the old inhabitants. Hegives 
them excellent laws, civil as well as 


religious, which were ever after the 


ſtanding municipal laws of that 
people. This book concludes with · 
Moſes ſong and death. 


The book of Josnvæ contains 
the conqueſts of the Iſraelites over 
the ſevennations, and theireſtabliſh- 
ment in the promiſed land, —Their 
treatment of theſe conquered na- 

tions 
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tions muſt appear to you very cruel 
and unjuſt, if you conſider it as 
their own a@, unauthorized by a 
poſitive command: but they had 
the moſt abſolute injunctions, not to 
ſpare theſe corrupt people — to 
„ make no covenant with them, 


nor ſhew mercy to them, but 


« utterly to deftroy them.” And 
the reaſon is given — * left they 
« ſhould turn away the Ifraelites 
from following the Lord, that 
they might ſerve other Gods“.“ 
The children of Iſrael are to be 
conſidered as inſtruments in the 
hand of the Lord, to puniſh thoſe, 


Deut. chap, ii. 
whoſe 


. s 
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whoſe idolatry and wickedneſs had 
deſervedly brought deſtruction on 
them: this example, therefore, Can- 
not be pleaded in behalf of cruelty, 
or bring any imputation on the cha- 
racter of the Jews. With regard to 
other cities, which did not belong 
to theſe ſeven nations, they were 
directed to deal with them, accord- 
ing to the common law of arms at 
that time. If the city ſubmitted, it 
became tributary, and the people 
were ſpared; if it reſiſted, the men 
were to be lain, but the women and 
children ſaved *. Yet, though the 
crime of cruelty cannot be juſtly 


„ Deut. chap. xx. 
laid 
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laid to cheir charge on thisoceafion, WM © 
ydu will obſerve” in the eburſe of i 
their hiſtory, 'matiy*things recorded re 
ce 


of them, very different from what 
you” would expect from the chôſen th 
people of God, if you ſuppoſed pe 
them ſelected on account of their Ne 
own merit: their national character fit 
was by no means amiable; and, Fe 
we are repeatedly told, that they ha 
were not choſen for their ſuperior fo 
righteouſneſs —- for they were a 00 
u tiffnecked people, andprovoked fre 
the Lord with their rebellions try 
from the day they left Egypt. Pu 
Jou have been rebellious againſt an 
« the Lord, IX Moles, from the 
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day that I knew you“. And 


he vehemently exhorts them, not 
to flatter themſelves that their fac. 
ceſs was, in any degree, owing. to 
their wn merits: "They were ap- 
pointed to be the ſcourge of other 


nations, whole crimes rendered them 


fit objects of divine chaſtiſement. 
For the fake of righteous Abra- 
ham, their founder, and perhaps 
for many other wiſe reaſons; undiſ- 


covered to us, they were ſelected 


from a world over-run with idola- 


try, to preſerve upon earth the 
pure worſhip of the one only God, 
and to be honoured with the birth 


„Deut. chap. ix. ver. 24. . 7 I 
Vor. I. E of 
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of the Meſſiah amongſt them, For 


this end, they. were precluded by di- 
vine command, from mixing with 


any other people, and defended by 
a great number of peculiar rites 
and obſervances, from falling into 


the corrupt worſhip. practiſed by 
their neighbours. 


The book of Jvpoxs, in which 


you will find the affecting ſtories of 
Sampſon and of Jephtha, carries 
on the hiſtory from the death of 
Joſnua, about two hundred and ff- 
tf y6Ar8;, but, the facts are not told 


in the times in which they happened, 
which makes ſome confuſion; and 


it will be neceſſary to confult the 


Mar- 
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marginal dates and notes, as well as 


the index, in order to get any clear 


idea of the ſucceſſion of events, dur- 
ing that period, 


The hiſtory then proceeds regu- 


larly through the two books of 


SaMuEL, and thoſe of Kines: no- 
thing can be more. intereſting and 


entertaining than the reigns of Saul, 
David, and Solomon: but, after 
the, death of Solomon, when ten | 


tribes revolted from his ſon. Reho- 


boam, and became a ſeparate king- 
dom, you will find fome difficulty 
in underſtanding diſtinctly the hiſ- 
tories of the two kingdoms of Iſrael 
and Judah, which are blended to- 


E 2 gether, 
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gether, and, by the likeneſs of the 
names, and other partichlars, will 
be apt to confound your mind, with- 
out great attention to the different 
threads thus carried on together: 
The Index here will be of great uſe 
ta you. | The ſecond book of 
Kings concludes with the Babylo- 
niſh «captivity, | 388 years before 
Chriſt— till which time, the king- 
dom of Judah had deſcended unin- 
N pe in the line of en 
m N how 
The ry book: .of 3 
Fuba genealogy from Adam, 
through all the tribes of Iſrael 
0 and Judah; and the remainder is 
the ſame hiſtory, which is contained 
4 155 
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in the books of Kings, with little or 
no variation, till the ſeparation of 


the ten tribes: From that period, 


it proceeds with tlie hiſtory of the 


kingdom of Judah alone, and gives 


therefore a more regular and clear 
account of the affairs of Judah 
than the book of Kings. You may 
paſs over the firſt book of Chro- 
nicles, and the nine firſt chapters of 
the ſecond book: but, by all means, 


read the remaining chapters, as they 
will give you more clear and di- 


ſtinct ideas of the hiſtory of Judah 
than that you read in the ſecond 
book of Kings. 


Fhe ſecond of 
Chronicles. ends, like the ſecond of 
aa Eg © Kings, 
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Kings, with the Babyloniſh 'cap- 


Tou muſt purſue the hiſtory in 


the book of Ezra, which gives an 
account of the return of ſome of the 
Jews, on the edict of Cyrus, and of 
the rebuilding the Lord's Suez 


VNNxn EMA carries on the hiſtvry, 
for about twelve years, when he 


himſelf was governor of Jeruſalem, 


with authority to rebuild the 
. bd 


Ahn 

The * of 8 18 avian in 

time to that of Ezra and Nehe- 

miah; as you will ſee by the mar- 
ana x0, 1354 W. „ ina 
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ginal dates; however, as it hap- 
penedd during the ſeventy years 
captivity, and is a kind of epiſode, 
it may be read in its own place. 


This is the laſt of the canonical 
books that is propetly hiſtorical; 
and T would therefore adviſe, that 
you paſs over what follows, till you 
have continued the hiſtory through 
the apocryphal books. 


The ſtory of Jos is probably 
very ancient; though thar is a point 
upon which learned men have dif- 
fered: It is dated, however, 1520 
years before Chriſt: T believe it is 
uncertain by whom it was written: 

E 4 many 
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many parts of it are obſcure: but 
it is well worth ſtudying, for the 
extreme beauty of the poetry, and 
for the noble and ſublime devotion 
it contains. The ſubject of the 
diſpute, between Job and his pre- 
tended friends, ſeems to be, whe - 
ther the providence of God diſtri, 
butes the rewards and puniſhments. 
of this life, in exact proportion to 
the merit or detnerit of each indit 
vidual. His antagoniſts ſuppoſe 
chat it does; and therefore infer 
from Job's uncommon calamities 
that, notwithſtanding his apparent 
righteouſneſs, he was in reality a 
grievous? ſinner: They aggravate 
his Wuppoſed guilt, by, the imputa- 
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nion of hypocriſy, and call upon him 
to confeſs it, and to ack nowledge 
the juſtice of his puniſnment. Job» 
aſſerts his own innocence and vir- 
tue in the moſt pathetic manner, 
yet does not preſume to accuſe the 
ſupreme Being of injuſtice. Elihu 
attempts to arbitrate the matter, 
by alledging the impoſſibility that 
ſo frail and ignorant a creature as 
man ſhould comprehend the ways of 
the Almighty, and, therefore, -con» 
demns the unjuſt and cruel. infes 
rence the three friends had drawn 
from the ſufferings of Job. He 
alſo: blames Job for the preſump · 
tion of acquitting himſelf of all ini- 
quity, ſince the beſt of men are not 
ay pure: 
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pure in the fight of God—bur' all 
have ſomething to repent of; and he 
adviſes him to make this uſe of his 
afflictions. At laſt, by a bold 
figute of poetry, the ſupreme Being 
himſelf is introduced, ſpeaking from 
the whirlwind, and ſilencing them 
all by the moſt ſublime diſplay of 
his own power, magnificence, and 
wiſdom, and of the comparative lit- 
tleneſs and ignorance of man. 
This indeed is the only conclufſon 
of the argument which could be 
drawn, at a time when Hfe and im- 
mortality were not yet brought to 
light. A future retribution is the 
only Aaixfaſtory ſolution of the dif: 
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ficulty ariſing from the ſufferings of 


good people in this life. 


Next follow Tye PSALMs, with 
which you cannot be too conver- 
fant, If you have any taſte, either 
for poetry or devotion, they will be 
your delight, and will afford you a 
continual feaſt. The Bible tranſlation 
is far better than that uſed in the 
Common- prayer Book; and will 
often give you the ſenſe, when the 
other is obſcure. . In this, as well 
as in all other parts of the ſcripture, 
you muſt be careful always to con- 
ſalt the margin, which gives you 
the corrections made ſince the laſt 
tranſlation, and is generally prefer- 
By able 
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able to the words of the text. I 


would wiſh. you to ſelect ſome of 


the Pſalms that pleaſe you beſt, and 


get them by heart; or, at leaſt, 
timents contained in them: Dr. 
Delany's Life of David will ſhew 
you: the: occaſions on which ſeveral 
of them were compoſed, which add 
much to their beauty and propriety, 
and by comparing them with the 


greatly enhance your pleaſure in 
them. Never did the: ſpirit of true 
P piety- breathe; more ſtrongly than in 
| cheſe divine ſangs ;; which, being 
add to a rich vein of poetry, 
makes tem more capuyating ta in 


eldgu © heart. 


Events gf David's life, you will 
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heart and imagination than any 
thing I ever readl. Tou will con- 

. ſider how great diſadvantages any 
| poem muſt ſuſtain from being ren- 
| dered literally into proſe; and then 
imagine how beautiful theſe muſt 
be in the original. May you be 
enabled, by reading them frequent- 
| ly, to transfuſe into your own 
bpbreeaſt that holy flame which in- 
| ſpired"the-writer!—To' delight'in 
the Lord, -and in bis Jaws} lkethe 
 Pſalmiſt—torrejoice in him always, 
andi to think one day in his courts 
better than a thouſand!“ hut, 
may you eſcape the heart piereing 
ſorrow of ſuch repentance as that of 
| avid — by avoiding ſin, which 
7 humbled 
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humbled this unhappy king to the. . 
duſt—and which coſt him ſuch bitter 


anguiſh, as it is impoſſible to read of . 


without being moved. Not all the 
pleaſures. of the moſt proſperous | 
ſinger could counterbalance the 
hundredth part of thoſe ſenſations, | 
deſcribed in his penitential Pſalms 
and which muſt, be the portion E 
every man, who has fallen from a. 
religious | ſtate into ſuch crimes, 
when once he recovers a ſenſe of 
religion and virtue, and is brought 
to a real hatred of fin; however 
available ſuch repentance may be 
to the ſafety and happineſs. of the 
ſoul. after death, it is a ſtate of ſuch 
0 ſuffering here; that one 
cannot 
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cannot be enough ſurpriſed at the 
folly of thoſe, who indulge 1 in fin, . 
with the hope of living to make 
their peace with God, by repen- 
tance, Happy are they who Pre: 
ſerve their innocence unſullied by 
any great or wilful crimes, and 
who have only the common failings 
of humanity to repent of; theſe are 
ſufficiently mortifying to a heart 
deeply ſmitten with the love of vir- 
tue and with the deſire of perfection. 
— There are many very ſtriking pro- 
phecies of the Meſſiah, in theſe di- 
vine ſongs; particularly in Pſalm, 
xxii. ſuch may be found ſcattered 
up and down almoſt throughout the. 
Ol, Teſtament, Po. bear reſt 


mony 
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mony to him is the great and ulti- 
mate end, for which the ſpirit of 
prophecy was beſtowed on the ſa- 
cred writers: — but, this will appeat 


more plainly to you, when you en-, 


ter on the ſtudy of prophecy, which 
you ate now much too young to un. 


dertake. 


| 
4 


The Proverss and Fecrtsr 


Ars are rich ſtores of wiſdom; 
from which, I with you to adopt 
ſuch maxims as may be of infinite 
de, both to your temporal and 


eternal intereſt. But, detached fen- 


rences are a kind of reading not 
Proper to be continued long at a 
wed a few of them well choſen 
\ and 


KF 
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and 'digeſtedy will do you much 


more ſervice, than to read half a 


dozen chapters together; in this 
reſpect they are directly oppoſite to 
the hiſtorical books, which, if not 
read in continuation, can hardly be 
underſtood, or retained to any pur- 
poſe. | Jab 


The Soxo or SoLOMON is a fine 
poem but its myſtical reference to 
religion lies too deep for a com- 
mon underſtanding: if you read it 
therefore, it will be rather as matter 
of curioſity than of edification. 


-- * 
A +», 


Next follow the PROPH EOTES, 


which though highly deſerving the 
Vor. I. F greateſt 
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oreateſt attention and ſtudy, I think 
you had better omit for ſome years, 
and then read them with a good 
expoſition; as they are much too 
difficult for you to underſtand, 
without aſſiſtance. Dr. Newton 
on the Prophecies will help you 
much, whenever you undertake this 
ſtudy — which, you ſhould by all 
means do, when your underſtand- 
ing is ripe enough; becauſe one of 
the main proofs of our religion refts 
on the teſtimony of the prophecies; 
and they are very frequently quot- 
ed, and referred to, in. the New 
Teſtament : beſides, the ſublimity 
of the language and ſentiments, 
through all the diſadvantages of 
_ antiquity and tranſlation, muſt, in 
8 | very 
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very many paſſages, ſtrike every 
perſon of taſte ; and the excellent 
moral and religious precepts found 
in them muſt be uſeful to all, 


Though J have ſpoken of theſe 
books, in the order in which they 
ſtand, I repeat that they are not to 
be read in that order but that the 
thread of the hiſtory is to be pur- 
ſued, from Nehemiah, to the firſt 
book of the Maccapzzs, in the 
Apocrypha ; taking care to obſerve 
the Chronology regularly, by re- 
ferring to the Index, which ſupplies 
the deficiencies of this hiſtory, from 
Foſephus's Antiquities of the Jews. 
The firſt of Maccabees carries on 
the ſtory, till within 195 years of our 
| F 2 Lord's 
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Lord's circumciſion :- The ſecond 
book is the ſame narrative, written 
by a different- hand, and does not 
bring the - hiſtory ſo forward as 
the firſt; ſo that, it may be entirely 
omitted, unleſs you have the curi- 
olity to read ſome particulars of the 
heroic conſtancy of the Jews, under 
the tortures inflicted by their\hea- 
then conquerors, with a few other 
things not mentioned in the firſt 


book. 


You muſt then connect the hiſ- 
tory by the help of the Index, which 
will give you brief heads of the 
changes that happened in the ſtate 


of the Jews, from this time, till 


the birth of the Meſſiah. 


7 


The 
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The other books of the Apocry- 
pha, though not admitted as of 
ſacred-authority, have many things 
well worth your attention ; particu- 
larly the admirable book called 
EccLEsSIASTICUs, and the Book'or 
W1rsDoM. But, in the courſe of 
reading which I adviſe, theſe muſt 
be omitted till after you have gone 
through the Goſpels and Acts, that 
you may not loſe the hiſtorical 
thread, — I muſt reſerve however 
what I have to ſay to you, concern- 
ing the New Teſtament, to another 
letter. 54 


Adieu, my dear! 


3 
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LETTER M,. 


MY DEAREST NIECE, 
'E come now to that part 
of ſcripture, which is the 
moſt important of all ; and which 
you muſt make your conſtant ſtudy, 
not only till you are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it, but all your life 
long; becauſe, how often ſoever 
repeated, it is impoſſible to read 
the life and death of our bleſſed 
Saviour, without renewing and in- 
creaſing in our hearts that love, 
and reverence, and gratitude to- 
I wards 
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wards him, which is ſo juſtly due 
for all he did, and ſuffered, for us! 
Every word that fell from his lips 
is more precious than all the trea- 
ſures of the earth; for his are the 
« words of eternal life '“ They 
mult therefore be laid up in your 
heart, and conſtantly referred to, 
on all occaſions, as the rule and direc- 
tion of all your actions; particular- 
ly thoſe very comprehenſive moral 
precepts he has graciouſly left with 
us, which can never fail to direct 
us aright, if fairly and honeſtly ap- 
plied: ſuch as “ whatſoever ye wid 
« that men ſhould do unto you, even 
« /o do unto them. — There is no 
occaſion, great or ſmall, on which 

F 4 you 
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you may not ſafely apply this rule, 
for the direction of your conduct: 
and, whilſt your heart honeſtly ad- 
heres to it, you can never be guilty 
of any ſort of injuſtice or unkind- 
neſs. The two great command- 
ments, which contain the ſummary 
of our duty to God and man, are 
no leſs eaſily retained, and made a 
ſtandard by which to judge our own 
hearts. — ** To love the Lord our 
« God, with all our hearts, with all 
* our minds, with all our ſtrength; 
e and our neighbour (or fellow crea- 
ture) as curſelves. Love work- 
« eth no ill to his neighbour,“ 
therefore, if you have true benevo- 
lence, you will never do any thing 
4 injurious 
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injurious to individuals, or to ſo- 
ciety. Now, all crimes whatever, 
are (in their remoter conſequences, 
at leaſt, if not immediately, and 
apparently) injurious to the ſociety 
in which we live. It is impoſſible 
to love God, without deſiring to 
pleaſe him, and, as far as we are 
able, to reſemble him; therefore 
the love of God muſt lead to every 
virtue in the higheſt degree; and, 
we may be ſure, we do not truly 
love him, if we content ourſelves 
with avoiding flagrant fins, and do 
not ſtrive, in good earneſt, to reach 
the greateſt degree of perfection we 
are capable of. Thus do thoſe 
tew words direct us to the higheſt 

| | Chriſtian 
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_ Chriſtian virtue, Indeed, the whole 
tenor of the goſpel is to offer us 
every help, direction, and motive, 
that can enable us to attain that 
degree of perfection, on which de- 
pends our eternal good. | 


What an example is ſet before us 
in our bleſſed Maſter ! How is his 
whole life, from carlieft youth, de- 
dicated to the purſuit of true, wil- 
dom, and to the practice of the moſt 
exalted virtue? When you ſee him, 
at twelve years of age, in the tem- 
ple, amongſt the doctors, hearing 
them, and aſking them queſtions, on 
the ſubject of religion, and aſto- 
niſning them all with his under- 

ſtanding 


—B | 
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ſtanding and anſwers—you will ſay, 
perhaps, . Well might the Son of 
« (od, even at thoſe years, be far 
« wiſer than the aged; but, can a 
« mortal child emulate ſuch heaven- 
« ly wiſdom? Can ſuch a pattern 
ebe propoſed to my- imitation ?”— 
Yes, my dear z——remember that he 
has bequeathed to you his heavenly 
wiſdom, as far as concerns your 
own good. He has left you ſuch 
declarations of his will, and of- the 
conſequences of your actions, as 
you are, even now, fully able to 
underſtand, if you will but attend 
to them. If then you will imitate 
his zeal for knowledge, if you will 


delight io gaining information and 


improve- 
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improvement; you may even now 
become * wwiſe unto ' ſalvation.” — 
Unmoved' by the praiſe he acquired 
- amongſt theſe learned men, you 
ſee him meekly return to the ſub. 
jection of a child, under thoſe who 
appeared to be his parents, though 
he was in reality their Lord: you 
ſee him return to live with them, to 
work for them, and to be the joy 
and ſolace of their lives; till the 
time came, when he was to enter 
on that ſcene of public action, for 
which his heavenly father had ſent 
him from his own right hand to 
take upon him the form of a poor 
carpenter's ſon. What a leſſon of 
humility is this, and of obedience 

. to 
3 
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to parents When, having receiv- 
ed the glorious teſtimony from 
heaven, of his being the beloved 
Son of the moſt High, he enters on 
his public miniſtry, what an ex- 
ample does he give us, of the moſt 
extenſtve and conſtant benevo- 


lence !—how are all his hours ſpent 
in doing good'to the ſouls and bo- 


dies of men!—not the meaneſt ſin- 


ner 1s below his notice:—to reclaim 
and fave them, he condeſcends to 
converſe familiarly with the moſt 
corrupt, as well as the molt abject. 
All his miracles are wrought to 
benefit mankind; not one to pu- 
niſh and afflict them. Inſtead of 
uling the almighty power, which 

accom- 
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accompanied him, to the purpoſe of 
exalting himſelf and treading down 
his enemies, he makes no other uſe 
of it than to heal and to fave. 


When you come to read of his 
ſufferings and death, the ignominy 
and reproach, the ſorrow of mind, and 
torment of body which he ſubmitted 
to hen you conſider, that it was all 
for our ſakes . that by his ſtripes 
« we are healed” —and by his death 
we are raifed from deſtruction to 
everlaſting life — what can I ſay 
that can add any thing to the ſenſa- 
tions you muſt then feel? No 
power of language can make the 
ſcene more touching than it ap- 
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pears in the plain and ſimple narra- 
tons of the evangeliſts. The heart 
that is unmoved by it can be 
ſcarcely human: — but, my dear, 
the emotions of tenderneſs and com- 
punCtron, which almoſt every one 


feels in reading this account, will be 
of no avail, unleſs applied to the true 


end—unleſs it inſpires you with a 
ſincere and warm affection towards 
your bleſſed Lord — with a firm 
reſolution to obey his commands; 
to be his faithful diſciple and 
ever to renounce and abhor thoſe 
ſins, which brought mankind un- 
der-divine condemnation, and from 


which we have been redeemed, at 


ſo dear a rate, Remember that the 
| title 
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title of Chriſtian, - or follower of. 


Chriſt, implies a more than ordi- 


nary degree of holineſs and good. 
neſs. As our motives to virtue are: 
ſtronger than thoſe which are af- 


forded to the reſt of mankind, our 
guilt will be proportionably greater 


if we depart from it. 
” : * 


| Our Saviour appears to have had 
three great purpoſes, in deſcend- 
ing from his glory, and dwell- 


ing amongſt men. The firſt, to 


teach them true virtue, both by his 


example and precepts: The ſe- 
cond, to give them the moſt for- 
cible motives to the practice of it, 


by « * bringing life and immortality 
wy to 
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« to light:” by ſhewing them the 
certainty of a reſurrection and judg- 
ment, and the abſolute neceſſity of 
obedience to God's Iaws. The 
third, to ſacrifice himſelf for us, to 
obtain by his death the remiſſion of 
our ſins upon our repentance and 
reformation, and the power of be- 
ſowing on his ſincere followers 


the ineſtimable gift of immortal 


happineſs. EY 

What a tremendous ſcene of the 
laft day does the goſpel place before 
oureyes!—of that day when you, and 
every one of us, ſhall awake from the 


grave, and behold the Son of God, 


on his glorious tribunal, attended 
Sill dl by 
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by millions of celeſtial beings, of I belc 
vhoſe ſuperiorexcellence we can now ever 
form no adequate idea: When WM of t 
in preſence of all mankind, of thoſe 
holy angels, and of the great judge 
himſelf, you muſt give an account 
of your | paſt life, and hear your 
final doom, from which there can 
be no appeal, and which muſt de- 
termine your fate, to all eternity. 
Then think if for a moment you 
can bear the thought — what will 
be the deſolation, ſname and an- 
guiſh of thoſe wretched ſouls, who 
ſhall hear theſe dreadful words;— 
„ Depart from me, pe curſed, into 
«*; everlaſting Fre, prepared for the 
devil and his > angels,” "—O0b l—my I « 
8 1 beloved 
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beloved child! I cannot ſupport 
even the idea of your becoming one 
of thoſe undone, loſt creatures 
I truſt in God's mercy, that you 


will make a better uſe of that 


knowledge of his will, which he has 
vouchſafed you, and of thoſe ami. 
able diſpoſitions he has given you. 
Let us therefore turn from this 
horrid, this inſupportable view 
and rather endeavour to imagine, 


as far as is poſſible, what will be 


the ſenſations of your ſoul, if you 
ſhall hear our heavenly judge ad- 
dreſs' you in theſe tranſporting 


words Come,” thou bleſſed of my 
* Father, inherit tbe kingdom pre- 
parti for yon, from the faunda- 


G 2 — % {ror 


tien of ile world,” Think, what I + 
it muſt be, to become an object of fi 
the eſteem and applauſe not only t 
of all mankind aſſembled together h 
but of all the hoſt of heaven, of b. 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf — nay— al 
of his and our almighty Father: — th 
to find your frail fleſh changed in MW ſh 
a moment into a glorious celeſtial 
body, endowed with perfect beauty, 
ſoul cleanſed from all its faults 
and infirmities; exalted to the pureſt 
and nobleſt affections — overfiow- 
ing with divine love and raptur- 
ous gratitude! to have your un- 
derſtanding enlightened and refin- 
ed your heatt enlarged and pu- 
6 rified 
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rified - and every power, and diſpo- 
ſition of mind and body, adapted 
to the higheſt reliſh of virtue and 
happineſs! —Thus accompliſhed, to 
be admitted into the ſociety of ami- 
able and happy beings, all united in 
the moſt perfect peace and friend- 
| ſhip, all breathing nothing but love 
to God, and to each other ;—with 
them to dwell in ſcenes more de- 


lightful than the richeſt imagina- 


tion can paint — free from every 
pain and care, and from all poſſi- 
bility of change or ſatiety: —but, 
above all, to enjoy the more imme- 


diate preſence of God himſelf—to _ 


be able to comprehend and ad- 
mire his adorable perfections in a 
G 3 high 
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high degree, though. ſtill far ſhort, 
of their infinity — to be opel. 
ous of his love and Favour, and 0 
rejoice in the light of his counte." 
nance! — but here all imagination 
fails: — We can form no idea of 


that bliſs which may be commu- 


nicated to us by ſuch a near ap- 


| proach to the ſource of all beauty 
and all good We muſt content 
ourſelyes with believing. that it Is 
\\ 
what mortal eye hath not ſeen, ner 
ear heard, neither bath it entered i in- 
10 the bear of nan to conceive. 
The crown of all our Joys will be 
to know that we are ſecure of poſ- 


ſeſſing them for ever—Whata a tranſ⸗ | 


porting idea! Pariah kid . 
ti My 
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My deareſt child! can you re- 
flect on all theſe things, and not 
feel the moſt earneſt longings after 


immortality? — Do not all other 


views and deſires ſeem mean and 
trifling, when compared with this ? 
—And does not your inmoſt heart 
reſolve that this ſhall be the chief 
and conſtant object of its wiſhes 
and purſuit, through the whole 
courſe of your life? —If you are 
not inſenſible to that deſire of 
happineſs, which ſeems woven into 


our nature, you cannot ſurely be 


unmoved by the proſpect of ſuch a 
tranſcendant degree of it; and that, 
continued to all eternity—perhaps 
continually increaſing. You can- 
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not but dread the forfeiture of ſuch 
an inheritance as the moſt inſup- 


portable evil Remember then — 


remember the conditions on which 
alone it can be obtained. God will 
not give to vice, to careleſſneſs, or 
ſloth, the prize he has propoſed to 
virtue. You have every help that 
can animate your endeayours :— 
You have written laws to direct you 


the example of Chriſt and his 


diſciples to encourage you — the 
moſt awakening motives to engage 
you—and, you. have beſides, the 
comfortable promiſe of conſtant 
aſſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, if 
you diligently and ſincerely pray far 
it. O, my dear Child! — let not 
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all this mercy be loſt upon you 
but give your attention to this your 
only 1mportant concern, and ac- 
cept, with profound gratitude, the 
ineſtimable advantages that are thus 
affectionately offered you. 


Though the four goſpels are each 
of them a narration of the life, ſay- 
ings, and death of Chriſt; yet, as 
they are not exactly alike, but ſome 
circumſtances and ſayings, omitted 
in one, are recorded in another, 
you muſt make yourſelf perfectly 
miſtreſs of them all. 


Taz Acrs of the holy apoſtles, 
endowed with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
autho- 
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authorized by their, divine Maſter, : 
come next in order to be read.— 


Nothing can be more intereſting 
and edifying, than the hiſtory of 
their actions of the piety, zeal, 
and courage, with which they 
preached the glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion —and of the various exertions 
of the wonderful powers conferred 
on them by the Holy Spirit, for the 
confirmation of their miſſion. 9 


The character of St. Paul, and hi 
miraculous converſion, demand y your 
particular attention: moſt of the 
apoſtles were men of low birth and 
education; but St. Paul was a Ro- 
man citizen; that 1 is, he poſleſſed the 
pri 
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„ privileges annexed to the freedom 
of the city of Rome, which was 
g I conſidered as an high diſtinction in 


of thoſe countries, that had been 
. conquered by the Romans. He 


learned ſect of the Jews, and by 
one of their principal doctors. He 
was a man of extraordinary elo- 
quence, as appears not only in his 
writings, but in ſeveral ſpeeches in 
his own defence, pronounced be- 
fore governors and courts of juſtice, 


to have been of an uncommonly 
warm temper, and zealous in what- 
ever religion he profeſſed: this zeal, 
<= before 


was educated amongſt. the moſt * 


when he was called to account for 
the doctrines he taught. He ſeems 
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before his converſion, ſhewed itfelf 
in the moſt unjuſtifiable actions, by 
furioufty perſecuting the innocent 
Chriſtians: but, though his actions 
were bad, we may be ſure his inten- 
tions were good; otherwiſe we 
mould not have ſeen a miracle em- 
ployed to convince him of his miſ. 
take, and to bring him into the 
right way. This example may af- 
ſure us of the mercy of God to- 
wards miftaken confciences, and 
ought to inſpire us wittr the moſt 
enlarged charity arid good-will to- 
wards thoſe, whofe erroneous prin- 
ciples miflead their conduct: in- 
ſtead of reſentment and hatred 


againft their perſons, we ought on- 
7 8 


0 
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ly to feel an active with of aſũſt- 
ing them to find the truth, ſince 
we know not whether, if convinced, 
they might not prove, like St. Paul, 
choſen veſſels ta promote the ho- 
nour of God, and of true religion. 


It is not my intention now to enter 


with you into any of the arguments 
for the truth of Chriſtianity, other- 
wile it would be impoſſible wholly 


to paſs over that which ariſes from 


this remarkable converſion, and 


which has been ſo admirably illuſ- 


trated by a noble writer“, whoſe 
tract on this ſubject is in every bo- 


dy's hand. 


® Lord Lyttelton. 
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Next follow the EprsTuss, which 
make a very important part of the 
New Teſtament; and you cannot 
be too much employed in reading 
them. They contain the moſt ex- 
cellent precepts and admonitions, 
and are of particular uſe in explain- 
ing more at large ſeveral doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, which we could not 
ſo fully comprehend without them. 
There are indeed in the Epiſtles 
of St. Paul many paſſages hard to 
be underſtood: Such, in particular, 
are the firſt eleven chapters to the 
Romans: the greater part of his 
Epiſtles to the Corinthians and Ga- 
latians: and ſeveral chapters of 
that to the Hebrews. Inſtead of 
cr Per- 
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perplexing yourſelf with theſe more 
obſcure paſſages of ſcripture, I 
would wiſh you to employ your at- 
tention chiefly on thoſe that are 
plain; and to judge of the doctrines 
taught in the other parts, by com- 
paring them with what you find 
in theſe. It is through the neglect 
of this rule, that many have been 
led to draw. the moſt abſurd doc- 
trines from the holy ſcriptures. —Ler 
me particularly recommend to your 
careful peruſal the 12th, x 3th, 14th, 
and 15th, chapters of the Epiſtle 
to the Romans. In the 14th chap- 
ter, St. Paul has in view the diffe- 
rence between the Jewiſh and Gen- 
tile (or Heathen) converts at that 
3 time; 
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ume; the former were diſpoſed to 
look with horror on the latter, for 
their impiety in not paying the ſame 
regard to the diſtinctions of days 
and meats, that they did; and the 
latter, on the contrary, were inclin- 
ed to look with contempt on the 
former, for their weakneſs and ſu- 
perſtition. Excellent is the advice 
which the Apoſtle gives to both par- 
ties: he exhorts the Jewiſh converts 
not to judge, and the Gentiles not to 
deſpiſe; remembering that the King- 
dom of heaven is not meat and 
drink, but righteouſneſa, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: — En- 
deavour to conform yourſelf to this 
advice; to acquire a temper of 
. univerſal 


On the Study of the holy Scriptures. g7 
univerial candour and benevolence: 
and learn neither to deſpiſe nor gon- 
demn any perſons on account of their 
particular modes of faith and wor- 
ſnip: remembering always, that 
goodneſs is confined to no party 
that there are wiſe and worthy men 
among all the ſects of Chriſtians — 
and that, to his own maſter, every 
one muſt ſtand or fall. 


I will enter no farther into the 
ſeveral points diſcuſſed by St. Paul 
in his various epiſtles—moſt of 
them too intricate for your under- 
ſtanding at preſent, and many of 
them beyond my abilities to ſtate 
clearly, I will only again recom- 

Vor. I. H mend 
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mend to you, to read thoſe paſſages 
frequently, which, with ſo much 
fervour and energy, excite you to 
the practice of the moſt exalted 
piety and benevolence, If the ef- 
fuſions of a heart, warm'd with the 
tendereſt affection for the whole hu- 


man race—if precept, warning, 


encouragement, example, urged by 
an eloquence, which ſuch affec- 


tion only could inſpire, are capable 
of influencing your mind—you 
cannot fail to find, in ſuch parts of 
his epiſtles as are adapted to your 
underſtanding, the ſtrongeſt per- 
ſuaſives to every virtue that can 
adorn and improve your nature. 
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The Epiſtle of St. James is en- 
tirely practical, and exceedingly fine; 
you cannot ſtudy it too much. 
It ſeems particularly deſigned to 
guard Chriſtians againſt miſunder- 
ſtanding ſome things in St. Paul's 
writings, which have been fatally 
perverted” to the encouragement of 
2 dependance on faith alone, with- 


out good works. But, the more 


rational commentators will tell you, 
that by the works of the law, which. 
the apoſtle aſſerts to be incapable of 
juſtifying us, he means, not the 
works of moral righteouſneſs, but 
the ceremonial works of the Moſaic: 
law; on which the Jews laid the: 
greateſt ſtreſs, as neceſſary to ſalva- 

H 2 tion. 
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tion. But, St. James tells us, that 
if any man among us ſeem to be 
« religious, and bridleth not his 
« tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, that man's religion is vain,” 
And that, © pure religion, and 
« undefiled before God and the Fa- 
« ther, is this, to viſit the father- 
« leſs and widow in their affliction, 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted 
« from the world.” Faith in Chriſt, 
if it produce not theſe effects, he 
declares is dead, or of no-power. 


The Epiſtles of St. Peter are al- 
ſo full of the beſt inſtructions and 
admonitions, concerning the rela- 
tive duties of life; amongſt which 

4 are 
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are ſet forth the duties of women 
in general, and of wives in parti- 
cular, Some part of his fecond 
Epiſtle is prophetical ; warning the 
church of falſe teachers, and falſe 
doctrines, which ſhould undermine 
morality, and diſgrace the caufe of 
Chriſtianity. 


The firſt of St. John is written 
in a highly figurative ſtile, which 
makes it in ſome parts hard to be 
underſtood : but the ſpirit of divine 
love, which it ſo fervently expreſſes, 
renders it highly ediſy ing and de- 
lightful. That love of God and of 
man, which this beloved apoſtle ſo 
pathetically recommends, is in truth 

H 3 the 
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the eſſence of religion, as our Sa- 
viour n informs us. 


The Shock of REVELATIONS con 
tains a prophetical account of moſt 
of the great events relating to the 
Chriſtian church, which were to 
happen from the time of the writer, 
St. John, to the end of the world. 
Many learned men have taken a 
great deal of pains to explain it; 
and they have done this in many 
inſtances very ſucceſsfully :: but, I 
think, it is yet too ſoon for you to 
ſtudy this part of ſcripture: ſome 
years hence perhaps there may be 
no objection to your attempting 
it, and taking into your hands 

the 
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the beſt expoſitions to aſſiſt you in 
reading ſuch of the moſt difficulr 
parts of the New Teſtament as 
you cannot now be ſuppoſed to un- 
derſtand. — May heaven direct you 
in ſtudying this ſacred volume and 
render it the means of making you 
wiſe unto ſalvation !—May you love 
and reverence, as it deſerves, this 
bleſſed and invaluable book, which 
contains the beſt rule of life, the 
cleareſt declaration of the will and 
laws of the deity, the reviving aſ- 
ſurance of favour to true penitents, 
and the unſpeakably joyful tidings 
of eternal life and happineſs to all 
the truly virtuous, through Jeſus 
H 4 Chriſt, 
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OU will have read the New 
Teſtament to very little pur- 
poſe, my deareſt Niece, if you do not 
perceive the great end and intention 
of all its precepts to be the im- 
provement and regulation of the 
heart: not the outward actions 
alone, but the inward. affections, 
which give birth to them, are the 
{abjects of thole precepts; as ap- 
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pears in our Saviour's explanation * 
of the commandments delivered to 
Moſes; and in a thouſand other 
paſſages of the goſpels, which it is 
needlefs to recite. There are no 
virtues more inſiſted on, as neceſ- 
ſary to our future happineſs, than 
humility, and fincerity, or upright- 
nels of heart; yet, none more diffi- 
cult and rare. Pride and vanity, 
the vices oppoſite to humility, are 
the ſouroes of almoſt all the worſt 
faults, both of men and women. 
The latter ate particularly accuſed — 
and not without reaſon — of vanity, 
the vice of Fttle minds, chiefly 
converfart with trifling ſubjects, 
„ Matth. v. 

Pride 
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Pride and vanity have been ſup- 
poſed to differ ſo eſſentially, as 
hardly ever to be found in the 
ſame perſon. © Too proud to be 
„ yain,” is no uncommon expreſ- 
ſion, by which, I ſuppole, is meant, 
too proud to be over anxious for 
the admiration of others: but this 
ſeems to be founded on miſtake. 
Pride 1s, I think, an high opinion 
of one's ſelf, and an affected con- 

tempt of others: I ſay affected, for 
that it is not a real contempt is 
evident from this, that the loweſt 
object of it is important enough to 
torture the proud man's heart, only 
by refuſing him the homage and 


admiration he requires. Thus Ha- 
man 
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man could reliſh none of the ad- 
vantages on which he valued him- 
ſelf, whilſt that Mordecai, whom 
he pretended to deſpiſe, ſat ſtill in 
the king's gate, and would not bow 
to him as he paſſed. But, as the 
proud man's contempt of others is 
only aſſumed with a view to awe 
them into reverence by his pre- 
tended ſuperiority, ſo it does not 
preclude an extreme inward anxiety 
about their opinions, and a laviſh 
dependance on them for all his grati- 
fications: Pride, though a diſtinct 
paſſion, is ſeldom unaccompanied 
by vanity, which is an extravagant 
deſire of admiration. Indeed, I ne- 
ver ſaw an inſolent perſon, in whom 

a diſ- 


a diſcerning eye might not diſcover 
a very large ſhare of vanity, and of 
envy, its uſual companion. One 
may nevertheleſs ſee many vain 
perſons who are not proud: though 
they defire to be admired, they do 
not always admire themſelves ; but 
as timid minds are apt to deſpair of 
thoſe things they earneſtly wiſh for, 
ſo you will often ſee the woman 
who is moſt anxious to be thought 
handſome, moſt inclined to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with her looks, and to 
think all the aſſiſtance of art too lit- 
tle to attain the end deſired. To 
this cauſe, I believe, we may gene- 
rally attribute affectation; which 


One 5 


ſcems to imply a mean opinion of 
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one's own. real form, or character, 
while we ſtrive againſt nature to al- 
ter ourſelves by ridiculous contor- 
ſions of body, or by feigned ſen- 
timents and unnatural manners. 
There is no art ſo mean, which this 
mean paſſion will not deſcend to for 
its gratification — no creature io 
inſignificant, whoſe incenſe it will 
not gladly receive. Far from de- 
ſpiſing others, the vain man will 
court them with the moſt aſſiduous 
adulation; in hopes, by feeding their 


vanity, to induce them to ſupply the 


craving wants of his own. He will 
put on the guiſe of benevolence, 
tenderneſs, and friendſhip, where he 


feels not the leaſt degree of kind- 


neſs, 
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neſs, in order to prevail on good- 
nature and gratitude, to like and 
to commend him: but if, in any par- 
ticular caſe, he fancies, that airs of 
inſolence and contempt may ſuc- 


ceed better, he makes no ſcruple to 


aſſume them; though ſo aukward- 
ly, that he ſtill appears to depend 
on the breath of the perſon, he 
would be thought to deſpiſe. Weak 
and timid natures ſeldom venture 
to try this laſt method; and, when 
they do, it is without the affur- 
ance neceſſary to carry it on with 
ſucceſs : but, a bold and confident 


mind will oftener endeavour to 


command and extort admiration 
than to court it. As women are 


more 
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more fearful than men, perhaps 
this may be one reaſon why they 
are more vain than proud; whilſt 
the other ſex are oftener proud than 
vain, It is, I ſuppoſe, from ſome 
opinion of a certain greatneſs of 
mind accompanying the one vice 
rather than the other, that many 
will readily confeſs their pride, nay 
and even be proud of their pride, 
whilſt every. creature is aſhamed of 
being convicted of vanity. You 
ſee, however, that the end of both 
is the ſame, though purſued by dif- 
ferent means; or, if it differs, it is 
in the importance of the ſubject.— 
Whilſt men are proud of power, 
of wealth, dignity, learning, or abi- 

3 lities, 
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Ages, young womtngiare huſoally 
ambitieus of bothing more ahan 0 
bedadmired for their: per on, their 
Pliſhments. The homage of mem is 
theit . grand objects hut, they 
deſire them to be in love with ther 
perſons, cateleſs how deſpiaabir 
their minds appear, oven to \thele 


knn a woman ſo vain as 40 boaſt 
of the moſt. diſgraceful addreſſes; 
being contented to be thought 
meanly. of, in points the moſt inte- 
reſting to her honour, for the ſake 
of having it known, that her pet. 
ſon was attractive enough to make 
a. 11 the bounds of re- 
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ſpect due to her character, which 
vn not 2 vicions one, if ge ex- 
this paſſion too efecn leads to the 
moſt: ruinous actions, always cor- 
rupts the heart, and, when indulged, 
renders it, perhaps, as diſpleaſing 
in the ſight of the. Almigity, as 
zom the world z-:yet alas it is 
a paſſion: ſo. prevailing, I had al- 
moſt ſaid univerſal, in our ſex, that, 
it requires all the efforts of reaſon, 
and all the aſſiſtance of grace, to- 
tally ro ſubdue it. Religion is in- 
deed the only effectual remedy for 
this evil. If our hearts are not de- 
dicated to God, they will in ſome 

Vol. I. EF: 4 way 
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Way or other de dedicated ts the 
World, both in youthiand age. If 
otir actions are not conſtantly re- 
erred to Rim; if his apptobativn 
-and favour is not our principal ob- 
je; we mall - oertainly take up 
with the applauſe of men, and małe 
that the ruling motive of our con- 
duct. How melancholy is it to ſee 
this phantom ſo eagerly followed 
through life hilſt all that ix tru 
y valuable” to us is looked upon 
with indifference; or, at beſt, made 
ſubordinate to 0 darling 0 
Witt g er S 
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vient to, and. dogs pax germinate in 
that great end of gur being the 
attainment. of real. excellence, and 
af the favour of God. Whenever 
this becomes. ſincerely our objoct, 
then will pride and yanity, envy, 
ambition, coverguſneſs, and every 
cyil paſſion, loſe their power over 
us; and we ſhall, in che language 
of. ſcripture, * 60 Walk humbhy with 
* our God.” We ſhall then ceaſe 
to repine under our natural or acci- 
dental diſadvantages, and feel dif 
ſatisfied only with our moral de- 
fects; —we ſhall loye and reſpect all 
our fellow creatures, as the child- 
ten of the ſame. dear parent, and 
particularly thoſe, who {eek to do 

12 his 
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his will: All our delight will be 
« in the ſaints that are in the earth, 
« and in ſuch as excel in virtue.” 
We ſhall wiſh to cultivate - good. 
will, and to promote innocent enjoy- 
ment wherever we arez—we-ſhall 
ſtrive to pleaſe, not from vanity, 
but from benevolence. "Inſtead: of 
contemplating our own fancied per: 
fections, or even real ſuperiority 
with ſelf-complacence, religion will 
teach. us to look into ourſelves, 
& and ftar: the beſt of us, God 
knows, have enough to fear, if we 
honeſtly ſearch into all the dark re- 
ceſſes of the heart; and bring out 
every thought and intention fairly 
to the light, to be tried by the pre- 
a cept 
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cepts of ur e 1 Nee 
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5 is with the 80 of the goſpel 
ve muſt compare ourſelves, and 
not with the world around us; for 

ve know that the many are 
« wicked; and that we muſt not 
be H conformed to the world. 

1 en it is, frequently 
chus to enter into ourſelves, and 
ſearch out our ſpirit, will appear, if 
we conſider, how much the human 
heart is prone to inſincerity, and 
how often, from being firſt led by 
vanity into attempts to impoſe up- 
ng iy 13 ES on 
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oh others, we come at laſt to im. 
poſe on ourſelves. | 


us. 
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There is nothing n more common 


; chat to ſee people fall into the moſt 
ridiculous miſtakes, with regard t to 


their own characters; but 1 can by 
no means allow ſuch miſtikes to 10 
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unavoidable, and therefore Inns. 
cent: They aroſe from voluntary 


infincerity, and are continued for 


want of that tri honeſty toward 


ourſelves and others, which the 
ſeripture calls « «# ingleneſs of heart; 
and which in modern | Janguage'i 15 
termed 4 nipli ih the moſt enchan . 


ing ; of all qualities, elteemed and 
RT beloved 
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beloved in proportion te its rarg· 


neſs. O44 bang ammbs::;i 
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He, who © requires truth in the 
« inward: parts“ wil not excuſe our 
{elf deception; for he has com- 
manded us to examine ourſelyes 
diligently, and has given us ſuch 
rules as can never miſlead us, if we 
deſire the truth, and are willing tor 
ſee our faults, in order to correct 
them. But this is the point in 
which we are defective; we are 
deſirous to gain our own approba- 
tion, as well as that of others, at a 
cheaper rate than that of being re- 
ally what we ought to be; and 
we take pains to perſuade ourſelves 
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There is nothing in which this 
ſelf · deception is more notorious 
than in what regards ſentiment and 
feeling. Let a vain young woman 
be told that tenderneſs and ſoftneſs 
is the pecuhar charm of the ſex 
that oven their weakneſs is lovely, 
and their fears becoming and you 
will pteſently obſerve her grow ſo ten- 
der as to be ready to weep for a fly; 
ſo fearful, that: ſhe ſtarts at à fes · 
ther; and, ſo wealc hearted; that the 
fmalleſt accident quite overpowert 
her!! Her fondneſs and affection 
2 fulſome and 9 
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ber compaſſian grows contempti- 
ble weakneſs nd hen appraben- 
fiveneſs the moſt abject cowardice : 
for, when once ſne quits the di- 
retion of nature, ſhe knows not 
where to ſtop, and continually ex- 
poſes herſelf by * 1 abluny! ex- 
temes. I £43618 7 1863 bibi de 

ii ad: iq s. 299, 30, 2 

e doeffedusly 9 its 
an ends as this kind. of affecta- 
tion 2 for: though warm affections 
and tender ferlings are beyond 
meaſure amiable and charming, 
when. perfectly natural, and kept 
under the due controul of reaſon 
and principle, yat nothing i ſo tru- 
y diſguſting as the affectation of 
ir RE ©" 
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them, or even the unbridled in- 


dulgence of ſuch as ate rell. 


Remember, my dear, that our 


feelings were not given us for our 
ornament, but to ſpur us on to 
tight actions, Compaſſion, for in- 
ſtance, was not impreſſed upon the 
human heart, only to adorn the 
fair face with tears, and to give an 
agreeable languor to the eyes; it 
was deſigned to excite our utmoſt 
endeavours to relieve the fufferer, 
Yet, how often have TI heard that 
felfiſh weakneſs, which flies from 
the ſight of diſtreſs, dignified with 
the name of tenderneſs! = © My 
« friend is, I hear, in the deepeſt 
LY 5 « affliction 
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_ tt affliction and miſery; —T have 
« not ſeen her for indeed I cannot 
« bear ſuch ſcenes they affect me 
too much ( thoſe who have leſs 
« ſenſibility” are fitter for this 
« world 5 — but, for my part, I 
« own, I am not able to ſupport. 
« ſuch things. ſhall not attempt 
« to viſit her, till I hear ſhe has 
« recovered” her ſpirits” — This 
have I heard ſaid, with an air of 
complacence; and the poor ſelf- 
ih creature has perſuaded herſelf 
that ſhe” had finer feelings than 
thoſe generous friends, who were 
ſitting patiently in the houſe of 
mourning — watching, in ſilence, 
the proper moment to pour in the 
balm 


«KY Win Was! 


Tas, Orthe Rewinim oft 


balm of comfort Who ſuppr reli 


their own ſenſations, and only at» 
tended to thoſe of 2 afflicted oo 
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were * to enliven the pi 
heart with the wt of W 
fulneſs, 
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eng and excellence, it be. 


9 contemptible. 100 


1817 I {It 5 tir 1 #3: 


"The ſame degree of active cou- 


rage is not to be expedted 1 in wo- 


man 
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eine 


man as in man; and, nor belonging 

to ber nature, f it is not agreeable 1 in 
ber: But, paſſive courage — pa- 
tente, aa” fortitude” under ſuffer- 
ings—preſence of mind; and calm 
reſignation in danger —are ſurely 
deſitable in every rational creature; 
eſpecially in one profeſſing to be- 
lieve in an over-ruling providence; 
in which we may at all times quiet- 
ly confide, and which we may fafely 
truſt with every event that does not 
depend upon out own will. When. 
ever you find Jourſelf deficient i in 
theſe virtues, let it be a ſubject of 
ſhame, and humiliation — not of 


vanity and ſelf. complacence: do not 


fancy yourſelf the more amiable 
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for. that | which really makes you 
deſpicable. but, content yourſelf 
vith the faylts and weakneſſes that 
belong to you, without putting on 
more by way of ornament. With 
regard to tenderneſs, remember 
that compaſſion is beſt ſhe wn by an 
ardaur to relieve — and affection 
by aſſiduity to promote the good 
and happineſs. of, the perſons n 
lave> that tears are unamiable, in- 
ſtead of being ornamental, when 
voluntarily indulged; and can de- 
ver be attractive but when they 
flow ixreſiſtibly, and avoid obſer- 
vatien as much as, poſſible : The 
ſame may be ſaid of every other 
mark ar paſſion. It attracts, our 
10? ly mpathy 
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Sympathy, if involuntary, and. not 
deſigned, for our notice It offends, 
if we ſee that i it 1s purpoſely indulg- 
ed and obtruded on our obſerva- 
Reet 5 | 


f Another point, on * che heart 


is apt to deceive icelf, is genero- 
ſity :.. we. cannot bear to ſuſpect 
ourſelves of baſe and ungenerous 
feelings, ' therefore we let them 
work without attending to them; or 
we endeavour to find out ſome bet- 


ter motive for thoſe actions, Which 


really flow from envy. and mah 


nity. Before you | flatter yourſel 
that you are à generous benevolent 


perſon, take r to examine, Whe- 
ther 
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ther you are really glad of every 
advantape and excellence, which 
your friends and companions poſſeſs, 
though they are fuch as you are 
yourſelf deficient in. If your ſiſter 
or friend makes a greater profi- 
ciency than yourſelf in any accom- 
pliſhment, which you are in pur. 
ſuit of, Do you never wiſh to ſtop 
her progreſs, inſtead of ering * 
exea * own 5 N 


3 
" RY 


The kante between virtu- 
ous emulation and vicious envy are 
very nice, and may be eaſily miſ. 
taken. The firſt will awaken your 
attention to your on defects and 
excite your endeavours to improve: 
; the 


fan ind n, 149 
the laſt-will malte you repine at che 
to rob them of the praiſe they have 
deſerved. Do you ſincerely rejoice 
when your ſiſter is enjoying plegs 
ſure or commendation, though you 
are at the ſame time in diſagreeable 
or mortifying circumſtances? Do 
you delight to ſee her approved and 
beloved, even by thoſe whO do not 
pay you equal attention? Are you 
afflicted and humbled, when ſhe is 
found to be in fault, though you 
yourſelf are remarkably clear from 
the ſame offence? If your heart 
aſſures "you of the affirmative to 
theſe queſtions; then may you thittk 
Vor. POT 2146) K 12 $70 'your- 
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yourſelf a kind ſiſter, and a gene- 
rous friend: for, you muſt obſerve, 
my dear, that ſcarcely any creature i 
is fo depraved as not to be capa- T 
ble of kind affections in ſome eir - bled! 
cumſtances. We are all naturally is a 
benevolent, when no ſelfiſh intereſt lence 
interferes, and where no advantage and, 
is to be given up: we can all 
pity diſtreſs, when it lies complain 
ing at our feet, and confeſſes our ſu- 
periority and happier ſituation; but 
T have ſeen the ſufferer himſelf be- 
come the object of envy and ill 
will, as ſoon as his fortitude and 
greatneſs of mind have begun to 
attra& admiration, and to make the 
"Ae + + - enyiows 
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envious perſon feel the radu 


WN above n fortune. 


1 
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To a 40 Ae in dhe 
bleſſings and excellencies of others 


is a much ſurer mark of bene vo- 
lence than to pity their calamities: 
and, you muſt always acknow- 
ledger yourſelf ungenerous and 
ſelfiſh, whenever you are leſs ready 
to © rejoice with them that do re- 
« joice,” than to weep with them 
that weep.” If ever your com- 
mendations of others are forced 
from you, by the fear of betray- 
ing your envy—or if ever you feel 
a ſecret deſire to mention ſomething 
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chat muy abate the admiration gi. 
ven them, do not try to conceal 
the baſe diſpoſition from yourſelf, 
ſinee that is not the way to cure it. 


Human nature is ever liable to 
corruption, and has in it the feeds 
of every vice, as well as of every vir- 
tue; and, the firſt will be continu- 
ally ſhooting forth and growing up, 
if not carefully watched and root- 
& out as faſt as they appear. It 
is the buſineſs of religion to putity 
and exalt us, from a ſtate of imper- 
fection and infirmity, to that which 
is neceſſary and effential to happi- 
neſs. Envy would make us mi- 

ſerable 


— * 
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ſerable in heaven itſelf, could it be 
admitted there; for we muſt there 


ſee beings far more excellent, and 


conſequently more happy than our- 


ſelves; and, till we can rejoice in 


ſeeing virtue rewarded in propor- 
tion to its degree, we can never 
hope to be among the number of 
the bleſſed, 


Watch then, my dear child, and 
obſerve every evil propenſity of 
your heart, that you may in time 
correct it, with the aſſiſtance of 
that grace, which alone can con- 


quer the evils of dur nature, and 
which you muſt . conſtantly and 


carneſtly implore. . 
75 — K 3 I muſt 
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'T muſt add, that even thoſe 
vices which you would moſt bluſh 
to own, and which moſt effectualhy 
defile and vilify the female heat, 
may by degrees be introduced into 
yours—to the ruin of that virtue, 
without which, miſery and ſhame 
"muſt be your portion — . unleſs the 
avenues of the heart are guarded 
by a ſincere abhorrence of evety 
thing that approaches towards evil, 
Would you be of the number of 
thoſe bleſſed, who are pure in 
heart,“ —you muſt hate and avoid 
every thing, both in books and in 
converſation, that conveys impure 
ideas, however neatly cloathed in 


decent language, or recommended 
7 2 "4 
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to your taſte by pretended refine- 
ments, and tender ſentiments — by 
elegance of ſtile, or force of wit 
and genius, | 


I muſt not now begin to give 
you my thoughts on the regulation 
of the affections, as that is a ſub- 
ject of too much conſequence to be 
ſoon diſmiſſed — I ſhall dedicate to 
it my next letter: in the mean time, 
believe me, 
Your ever affectionate. 


7 
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LETTER V. 


HE attachments of the heart, 
on which /almeſt all the hap. 
pineſs or miſery of life depends, 
are moſt intereſting objects of our 
conſideration. I ſhall give my dear 
niece the obſervations which expe- 
rience has enabled me to draw from 
real Hfe, and not from what others 
have ſaid or written, however great 
their authority. 


The firſt attachment of young 


hearts is friendſbip — the nobleſt 
3 and 


Mort ani IebbmM. 157 
and happieſt of affections, when re- 
al and built on a ſolid foundation; 
but, oftener pernicious than uſe- 
ful to very young people, becauſe 
the connection itſelf is ill under- 
ſtood, and the ſubjects of it fre- 
quently ill choſen. Their firſt erfor 
is that of ſuppoſing equality of age, 
and exact fimilariry of diſpolition 
indiſpenſably requiſite in friends; 
whereas, theſe are Circumſtances 
which in great meaſure diſqualify 
them for aſſiſting each other in mo- 
ral improvements, or ſupplying each 
other's defects; they expoſe them 
to* the ſame dangers, and incline 
them to encourage rather than cor- 
ret each other's failings, © 
The 
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The grand cement of this kind 
of friendſhips telling ſecrets, which 
they call confidence; and, I verily 
believe that the deſire of having 
ſecrets to tell, has often helped to 
draw filly girls into very unhappy 
adventures. If they have no lover 


cr amour to talk of, the too fre- 


quent ſubject of their confidence is 
betraying the ſecrets of their fami- 
lies; or conjuring up fancied hard- 
ſnips to complain of againſt their 
parents or relations: this odious 
cabal, they call friendſhip; and 
fancy themſelves dignified by the 
profeſſion z but nothing is moredif- 
ferent from the reality, as is ſeen 
by obſerving how generally thoſe 

| early 
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early friendſhips drop off, as the 
parties advance 1n years and under- 
ſtanding. 


Do not you, my dear, be too 
ready to profeſs. a friendſhip with 
any of your young companions. 
Love them, and be always ready to 
ſerve and oblige them, and to pro- 
mote all their innocent gratifica- 
tions: but, be very careful how 
you enter into confidences with girls 


.of your own age. Rather chooſe 
ſome perſon of riper years and judg- 


ment, whoſe good- nature and wor- 


thy principles may aſſure you of 


her readineſs to do you ſervice, 


1456 
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and of her candour and condeſcen. 
ſion towards you, 


I do not expect that youth ſhould 
wy delight to aſſociate with age, or 
ſhould lay open its feelings and in- 
clinations to ſuch as have almoſt 
forgot what they were, or how to 
make proper allowance for them; 


but if you are fortunate enough to 


meet with a young woman eight ot 
ten years older than yourſelf, of 
good ſenſe and good principles, to 
whom you can make yourſelf agret- 
able, it may be one of the hap- 
pieſt circumſtances of your life. 
She will be able to adviſe and to im- 
e | . . prove 


Heart and Afficliamr. aa. 
prove yu - and, your defire of this 
aſliſtance will recommend you to 
her taſte, as much as her ſuperior, 
abilities will recommend her to you. 
Such a connection will afford you 
more pleaſure, as well as more pro- 
fir, than you can expect from a 
girl like yourſelf, equally unpro- 
vided with knowledge, prudence, or 
any of thoſe qualifications, which 
are neceſſary to make ſociety de- 
lightful. 


With a friend, ſuch as I have de- 
ſeribed, of twenty-three or twenty 
four years of age, you can hardly 
paſs an hour without finding your- 
ſelf brought forwarder in ſome uſe · 
ful 
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ful knowledge; without learning 
ſomething of the world, or of your 
own nature, ſome rule of behavi- 
our, or ſome neceſſary caution in 
the conduct of life: for, even in 
the gayeſt converſations, ſuch uſe- 
ful hints may often be gathered 
from thoſe, whoſe knowledge and 
experience are much beyond our 
own. Whenever you find yourſelf 
in real want of advice, or ſeek the 
relief of unburdening your heart, 
ſuch a friend will be able to Judge 
of the feelings you deſcribe, or of 
the circumſtances you are in—per- 
haps from her own experience ot 
at leaſt, from the knowledge ſhe will 
have gained of human nature; ſhe 
1 will 
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will be able to point out your dan- 


gers, and to guide you into the 
right path —or, if ſhe finds herſelf 
incapable, ſhe will have the pru- 
dence to direct you to ſome abler 
adviſer. The age I have mentioned 
will not prevent her joining in your 
pleaſures, nor will it make her a dull 
or grave companion; on the con- 
trary, ſhe will have more materials 
for entertaining converſation, and 
her livelineſs will ſhew itſelf more 
agreeably than in one of your: own 
age. Yours therefore will be the 
advantage in ſuch a connection; 
yet, do not deſpair of being admit - 
ted into it, if you have an amiable 
and docile diſpoſition. Ingenuous 

youth 
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youth has many charms for: a bene. 
volent mind; and, as nothing is more 
endearing: than the exerciſe of be- 
nevolence, the hope of being uſeful 
and beneficial to you will make her 
fond of your company. 


I have known ſome of the ſweet . 
eſt and moſt delightful cannec- 
tions between perſons of different 
ages, in which the elder has re- 
ceived the higheſt gratification from 
the affection and docility of the 
younger; whilſt the latter has gain- 
ed the nobleſt advantages from the 
converſation and counſels of her 
wiſer friend. Nor has the attach: 


ment been without uſe as well as 
pleaſure, 


W - OO T7 


pleaſure. to the elder party. She 
has found that there is no better 
way. of improving one's own attain- 
ments than by imparting them to 
another; and the deſire of doing 
this in the moſt acceptable way has 
added a ſweetneſs and gentleneſs to 
her manner, and taught her the arts 
of inſinuating inſtruction, and of 
winning the heart, whilſt ſhe con- 
vinces the: underſtanding, 
I hope, my dear, you in your 
turn will be this uſeful and engag: 
ing friend to your younger compa- 
nions, particularly to your” ſiſter 
and brothers, who ought erer un- 
lels they ſhould prove unworthy, — 
Vol. I. L to 
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to be your neareſt and deareſt 


friends, whoſe intereſt and welfare of 
you are bound to defire as much as =p 
diſp 


your own. If you are wanting here, 
do not fancy yourſelf qualified for MW 7 
friendſhip with others; but; be aſſur. * 


ed, your heart is to- mrrow and I er. 
#160: for © generous: an. affer. MY 
tion. N e on 
\ char: 

Remember that the end of true 
friendſhip is the good of its ob- 5 
ject, and the cultivation of virtue, of tf 
in two hearts emulous of each other, "IT 
and deſirous to perpetuate their = 
ſociety: beyond the grave. No. your 
thing can be more contrary to this nk 
end than that mutual intercourſe 1 
| mw qu 
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of flattery, which ſome call friend. 
ſhip. A real friend will venture to 


diſpleaſe me, rather than indulge 


my faulty inclinations, or increaſe 
my natural frailties; ſhe will en- 
deavour to make me acquainted 
with myfelf, and will put me upon 
guarding the weak parts of my 
character. 


Friendſhip, in the higheſt ſenſe 
of the word, can only ſubfiſt be- 
tween perſons of ſtrict integrity, and 
true generoſity. Before you fancy 
yourſelf poſſeſſed of fuch a treaſure, 
you ſhould examine the value of 
your own heart, and fee how well it 
is qualified for fo ſacred a connec- 
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tion: and then, a harder taſk» re- 
mains to find out whether the ob- 
ject of your affection is alſo endued 
with the ſame virtuous diſpoſition. 
Louth and inexperience are ill able 
to penetrate into characters: the 
leaſt appearance of good attracts 
their admiration, and they imme- 
diately ſuppoſe they have found the 
* wy rex 


N pe is a een en 
that the judgment can only be form- 
ed by experience, which generally 
comes too, late for our on uſe, 
and is ſeldom accepted for that of 
others. I fear it is in vain for me to 


Wo you what dangerous miſtakes | 
mace 


a, 2 
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made in the early choice of friends 
how incapable 1 then was of 
finding out ſuch as were fit for me, 
and how little I was acquainted with 
the true nature of friendſhip, when 
thought myſelf moſt fervently en- 
gaged in it! — I am ſenſible all this 
will hardly perſuade you to chooſe 
by the eyes of others, or even to 
ſuſpect that your on may be de- 
ceived. Yet, if you ſhould give 
any weight to my obſervations, it 
may not be quite uſeleſs to mention 
to you ſome of the eſſential requi- 
fites in a friend; and to exhort you 
never to chooſe one in men _ 
are wanting. | 


L 3 The 
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fincete regard for religion. If your 
friend draws her principles from the 
lame ſource with yourſelf, if the 
goſpel precepts are the rule of her 
ways know hat to expect from her, 
and have one common ſtandard of 
richt and wrong to refer to, by 
which to regulate all | material 
points of conduct. The woman h 
thinks lightiy of ſacred things, or 
who is ever heard to ſpeak of them 
with levity or indifference, cannot 
reaſonably be expected to pay a 


of friendſhip, or to be uniformly 
punctual in the performance of any 


8 
I. 
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of the duties of ſociety: take no 
ſuch perſon to your boſom, how- 
ever recommended by good humour, 
wit, or any other qualification; 
nor let gaiety or thoughtleſſneſs be 
deemed an excuſe for offending in 
this important point: a perſon, ha- 
bituated to the love and reverence 
of religion and virtue, no more 
wants the guard of ſerious conſide- 
ration to reſtrain her from ſpeaking 
diſreſpectfully of them than to pre- 
vent her ſpeaking ill of her deareſt 
mirth, the innocent heart can dic- 
tate nothing but what is innocent: 
it will immediately take alarm at the 
apprehenſion of doing wrong, and 

L 4 ſtop 
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ſtop at once in the full career of 
youthful ſprightlineſs, if reminded 
of the neglect or tranſgreſſion of 
any duty. Watch for theſe ſymp- 
toms of innocence and goodneſs, and 
admit no one to your entire affec. 
tion, who would ever perſuade you 
to make light of any ſort of offence, 
or who can treat, with levity or con- 
tempt, any perſon or thing that 
bears a relation to religion. 
e anne emo 
A due regard to reputation is the 
next indiſpenſable qualification. 
Have regard to thy name,“ ſaith 
the wiſe ſon of Sirach, “for that 
will continue with thee above a 
« thouſand great treaſ ures of gold. 
oo * 
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The young perſon who is careleſs 
of blame; and indifferent to the 
eſteem of the wiſe and prudent part 
of the world, is not only a moſt 
dangerous companion, but gives a 
certain proof of the want of rec- 
titude in her own mind. Diſcretion 
is the guardian of all the virtues; 
and, when ſhe forſakes them, they 
cannot long reſiſt the attacks of an 
enemy. There is a profligacy of 
ſpirit in defying the rules of deco- 
rum, and deſpiſing cenſure, which 
ſeldom ends otherwiſe than in ex- 
treme corruption and utter ruin. 
Modeſty and prudence are qualities 
that early diſplay themſelves and 
are eaſily diſcerned: where theſe do 
not 
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not appear, you ſhould avoid, not 
only friendſhip, but every ſtep to- 
wards intimacy, leſt your own cha- 
racter ſhould ſuffer with that of your 
companion; but, where they ſhine 
forth in any eminent degree, you 
may ſafely cultivate an acquaintance, 
in the” reaſonable hope of find 
ing the ſolid fruits of virtue beneath 
ſuch ſweet and promiſing bloſſoms : 
ſhould you be diſappointed, you 
will at leaſt have run no riſque in the 
ſearch after them, and may cheriſn 
as a creditable acquaintance the per- 
ſon ſo adorned, though ſne may not 
deſerve a place in your inmoſt 
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The underſtanding muſt next be 
examined: and this is a point, 
which requires ſo much unger- 
ſtanding to judge of in another, 
that I muſt earneſtly recommend to 
you, not to rely entirely on your 
own, but to take the opinion of 
your older friends. I do not wiſh 
you to ſeck for bright and uncom- 
mon talents, though theſe are 
ſources of inexhauſtible delight and 
improvement, when found in com- 
pany with ſolid judgment and 
ſound principles, Good ſenſe (by 
which I mean a capacity for reaſon- 
ing juſtly and diſcerning truly) 
applied to the uſes of life, and ex- 
erciſed in diſtinguiſhing characters 


and 
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and directing conduct, is alone ne. 
ceſſury to an intimate connection; 
but, without this, the "beſt inten- 
tions, though certain of reward 
hereafter, may fail of producing 
their effects in this life; nor can 
they ſingly conſtitute the character 
of an uſeful: and valuable friend. 
On the other hand, the moſt daz- 
zling genius, or the moſt en- 
gaging wit and humour, can 
but ill anſwer the purpoſes of 
friendſhip, without plain eommon 
fenſe and a anne of ue rea- 


ſoning. 1 A agi 
n. S * in VII 
de „ vs 


will not be anſwered with reaſon — 
a and 


[Heart and A fiction. 25 


and who, when you are endeavaur- 
ing to convince or perſuade them by 


ſerious argument, will parry the 


blow with a witty repartee or a 
ſtroke of poignant raillery? I. 
know not whether ſuch a reply is 
leſs provoking than that of an ob- 
ſtinate fool, who anſwers your 
ſtrongeſt reaſons with . What 
you ſay may be very true, but 
this is my way of thinking.“ 
A ſmall acquaintance with the 
world will ſhew you inſtances of 
the moſt abſurd and fooliſh con- 
duct, in perſons of brilliant parts 
and entertaining faculties. But, 
how trifling is the talent of divert- 
ing an idle hour, compared with 
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true wifdom and prudence, which 
are perpetually wanted to dire& us 
fafely and happily through life, and 


to make us. uſeful and dee 


to others! 


raf I know, will have her 


ſhare, in friendſhip, as well as in 
love; you muſt pleaſe, ' as well as 
ſerve me, before I can love you as 
the friend of my heart. But the 
faculties that pleaſe for an even- 
ing may not pleaſe for Rfe. The 
humourous man ſoon runs through 
his ſtock of odd ſtories, mimickry, 
and eſt; and the wit, by conſtant- 
ly repeated flaſhes, confounds and 
tires one's intellect, inſtead of en- 
Iivening it with agreeable ſurprize : 

but, 
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but, good ſenſe can neither tire 


nor wear out z-—it improves by ex- 
erciſe and, increaſes in value, the 
more it is known: the pleaſure it 
gives in converſation is laſting and 
ſatisfactory, becauſe it is accom- 
panied with improvement; its worth 
is proportioned to the occaſion that 


calls for it, and riſes higheſt on 


the moſt intereſting topics; the 
heart, as well as the underſtand- 
ing, finds its account in it; and 
our nobleſt intereſts are promoted 
by the entertainment we receive 
from ſuch a companion. 


A good temper is the next qua- 
lification, the value of which in a 
friend, 
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friend} you: will want no argument 
to prove, When you are truly con- 
vinced: of the neceſſity of it in your. 
ſelf; Which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
you im a following letter. But, as 
this is a quality in which you may 
be deceived, without a long and in, 
timate acquaintance, you muſt not 
be haſty in forming connections, 
before you have had ſufficient, op · 
portunity for making obſervations 
on this head. A young perſon, 
when pleaſed and enlivened by the 
preſence of her youthful, compa · 
nions, ſeldem ſhews ill. temper; 
which muſt be extreme indeed, if 
it 4s not at leaſt controllable in ſuch 


firnations, But, you muſt watch. 
JI IF, a her 
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her behaviour to her own family, 


and the degree of eſtimation: ſhe 
ſtands in with them. Obſerve her 
manner to ſervants and inferiors— 
to children—and. even. to animals, 
See in what manner ſhe bears diſ- 
appointments, contradiction, and 
reſtraint; and what degree of vex- 
ation ſne expreſſes on any accident 
of loſs or trouble. If in ſuch little 
trials ſhe ſhews a meek, reſigned, 
and chearful temper, ſhe will pro- 
bably preſerve it on greater occa- 
ſions; but. if ſhe is impatient and 
diſcontented under theſe, how will 
ſhe ſupport the far greater evils 
which may await her in her pro- 
greſs through life? —lIf you ſhould 
D M have 
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have an opportunity of ſeeing her 
in ſickneſs, obſerve whether her 
complaints are of a mild and gentle 
kind forced from her by pain, and 
reſtrained as much as poſſible—or 
whether they are expreſſions of 2 


turbulent, rebellious mind, that 


hardly ſubmits to the divine hand. 
See whether ſhe is tractable; con- 


fiderate, kind, and grateful to thoſe 


about her; or whether ſhe takes the 
opportunity, which their compaſſion 
gives her, to tyrannize over, and tor- 
ment them. Women are in general 
very liable to ill health, which muſt 
neceſſarily make them in ſome mea- 


ſure. troubleſome and difagreeable 


to thoſe they live with. They 
ſhould 


Heart and Affe tions, 16g 
ſhould therefore take the mote pains 
to lighten the burden as much as 
poſſible, by patience and good-hu · 
mour; and be careful not to let 
their infirmities break in, on the 
health, freedom, or enjoyments of 
others, more than is needful and 
juſt. Some ladies ſeem to think it 
very improper for any perſon with. 
in their reach, to enjoy a moment's 
comfort while they are in pain; and 
make no ſcruple of ſacrificing to 
their own leaſt convenience, when. 
ever they are indifpoſed, the pro» 
per reſt, meals, or refreſhments/of 
their ſervants, and even ſometimes 
of their huſbands and children, 
But, their ſelfiſnneſs defeats its own 

by M 2 pur- 


n 00 il, Eyre fie 
purpoſe, as it weakens that affec. 
tion and tender pity which excites 
the moſt aſſĩduous ſervices,” and af. 
fords'the moſt healing balm to the 
dean ny the ſuffer err 


92 ; U ide n 


I have ready e 
wiſhes that your choſen friend a 
be ſome years older than yourſelf; 
but this is an advantage not always 
to be obtained. Whatever be her 
 age—religion, diſcretion,” good Jenſe, 
and Loi temper, muſt on no ac- 
count be . n uy dil 
you can find 
0 had better make no cloſer connec 
N Lis tion hath that” of: 4 n. inter- 


But, 


Heart and. Aﬀeftions: 1565 
But, if it is always your aim to 
mix with the beſt company, and to 
be worthy. ot ſuch ſociety, you 
will probably meet with ſome one 
among them deſerving your affec- 
tion, to whom you may be equally 


—— d 
1 10 oe” af EN, 
| {When I peak af the belt com- 
| pany, I do not mean in N 
mon acceptation of the word 

| ſons of high rank and — 


rather the moſt worthy and ſenſi- 
tie It is bogenen vech Jmpar- 
tant to a young woman to. be in- 
troduced into life, on a reſpectable 
footing, and to conyerſe with thoſe, 
"whoſe: manners and ſtile of life, may 
M 3 poliſh 
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poliſh her behaviour, ' refine her 
ſentiments, and give her conſe- 
quence in the eye of the world. 
Your'equals in rank are moſt pro- 
per for intimacy, but, to be ſome. 
tunes amongſt your fuperiors is eve- 
ry way deſirable and advantageous, 
unleſs it ſhould inſpire you with 
pride, or with the fooliſh deſire of 
emulating their grandeur and ex- 
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Above all things Webs tity | 
with thoſe of low birth and educa- 
tion; nor think it a mark of humi- 
liey to delight in ſuch fociety ; for 
it much oftener proceeds from the 
meaneſt — that of be- 


ing 


ing the head of the company, and 


ſeeing your companions ſubſervient 


to you. The ſervile flattery and. 
ſubmiſſion, which uſually recom- 
mend ſuch people, and make 
amends for their ignorance and. 
want of converſation, will infalli- 
bly corrupt your heart, and make 
all company inſipid from whom 
you cannot expect the ſame ho- 
mage. Your manners and facul- 
ties, inſtead of improving, muſt be 
continually. lowered to ſuit you to 
your companions; and, believe me, 


you. will find it no eaſy matter to 


raiſe them again to a level with 
thoſe of polite and well ee 
people. 
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The greateſt kindneſs and club 
ty to inferiors is perfectly conſiſt 
ent with proper caution on this 


head. Treat them always with af- 
fability, and talk to them of their 
own affairs, with an affectionate in- 
tereſt; but never make them fa. 
miliar, nor admit them as aſſociates 
in your diverſions: but, above all, 


never truſt them with your ſectets, 
which is putting yourſelf entirely. 
in their power, and ſubjecting 


yourſelf to the moſt-ſhametub la 
very. The only reaſon for mak · 


ing choice of ſuch confidants muſt 


be the certainty that they will not 


venture to blame or contradict in - 
ſcious 


clinations, which you are con 
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| no true Fr end would eneourage. 

| But this is a meanneſs into Which 
truſt you are in no danger of fall-- 
ing. I rather hope you will have 
che laudable ambition of ſpending | 
your time chiefly with thoſe Whoſe 
ſuperior talents, education, and po- 
liteneſs, may continually improve 
you, and. whoſe ſociety will do 
you honour. However let no ad- 
vantage of this kind weigh againſt. 
che want of principle. I have long 
ago reſolved with David, that, as 
far as lies in my power, © I will 
not know a wicked perſon.” 
Nothing can compenſate for, the 
contagion of bad example, and for 
the danger of wearing off by uſe 
0 5 
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that abhorrence of evil actions and 
ſentiments, which every innocent 
mind ſets out with, but which an 
indiſcriminate acquaintance in the 
world ſoon abates, and at length 


geſtroys. 


If you are good, and ſeek friend - 
ſhip only amongſt the good, I truſt, 
you will be happy enough, to find 
it. The wiſe ſon of Sirach pro- 
nounces that you will! — *« A 
faithful friend,” Gairh he, ei the 
* medicine of life; and he that 
« feareth the Lord ſhall find him, 
« Whoſo, feareth the Lord ſhall 
G direct his friendſhip aright; for 


Eeclus, v. 
| ods 


Heart and Aﬀettions. 170 
as he is, ſo ſhall his neighbour 
« be alſo,” In the ſame admirable 
book, you will find directions how 
to chooſe and to preſerve a friend. 
Indeed there is hardly a circum- 
ſtance in life, concerning which, 
you may not there meet with the 
belt advice imaginable. Caution 
in making friendſhips is particular- 
ly recommended.“ < Be in peace 
« with many, nevertheleſs haye 
but one counſellor of a thouſand. 
« — If thou wouldſt get a friend, 
prove him firſt, and be not haſty 
* to credit him; for ſome man is 
« a friend for his own occaſion; 
and wilt not abide in the day of 


® Ecclus, vi. 


& trouble. 
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«© trouble.” And there is a friend, 
*« who, being turned to enmity and 
« ſtrife; will diſcover thy reproach!” 
Again Some friend is a compa- 
„ nion at the table, and will not 
, continue in the day of thy afflic- 
tion; but in thy proſperity he 
„will be as thyſelf, and will be 
e bold' over thy ſervants: if thou 
„be brought low, he will be 
«/ againſt 'thee, and will hide him- 
_«. ſelf from thy face.. Chap. K. 
10 —* Forſake not an old friend; 
«- for the new is not comparable to 
him A new friend is as nen 
vine; when it is old, thou ſhalt 
<..drink it with pleaſure,” - 288 


14 53 bi 1 


When 


you grow leſs, deſerving, --or leſs 
attentive, to pleaſe, you muſt ex- 


Hart aud Aﬀettions 17g 
When you have diſcreetly choſen, 
the next point is how. to preſerve 
your friend. Numbers complain of 
the fick leneſs and ingratitude of thoſe 
on whom they beſtowed their af- 
fection; but few examine, whether 
what they complain of is not ow- 
ing to themſelves. Affection is not 
like a. portion of freehold land, 
which when once ſettled upon you 
is a poſſeſſion for ever, without 
further trouble on your part. If 


miſſneſs, in the gradual decline of 


your friend's eſteem and attach- 
ment. Reſentment and reproaches 
1 Yo will 
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will not recall what you have loſt 
but, on the contrary, will haſten the 
diſſolution of every remaining tie, 
The beſt remedy is, to renew 
your care and aſſiduity to deferve 
and culcivate affection, without 
ſeeming to have perceived its abate. 
Ment, Jealouſy and diftruſt arc 
the bane of friendſhip, whoſe eſſence 
is eſteem and affiance. But if jea- 
louſy is expreſſed by unkind up- 
braidings, or, what is worſe, by 
cold haughty looks and inſolent 
contempt, it can hardly fail, if of- 
ten repeated, to realize the misfor- 
tune, which at firſt perhaps was 
imaginary. Nothing can be more 


an antidote to affection than ſuch 
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behaviour, or than the cauſe of it, 
which, in reality, is nothing but 
pride; though the jealous perſon 
would fain attribute it to uncom- 
mon tendernefs and delicacy: But 
tenderneſs is never ſo expreft; it is 
indeed deeply ſenſible of unkind- 
neſs, but it cannot be unkind;—ir 
may ſubſiſt with anger, bur not 
with conrempt;—it may be weak- 
ened, or even killed, by ingrati- 
tude; but it cannot be changed 
into hatred, Remember always, 
that if you would be loved, you 


muſt be amiable. * Habit may in- 


deed, for a time, ſupply the defi- 
ciency of merit: what we have long 
loved, we do not eafily ceaſe to 
love; 


love; but habit will at length be 
conquered by frequent diſguſts.— 
Whoſo caſteth a ſtone at the 
birds, frayeth them away; and 
he that upbraideth his friend, 
« breaketh friendſhip. Though 
« thou. dreweſt a ſword. at thy 
« friend, yet deſpair not, for there 
« may be a returning to fayour,— 
«If thou haſt opened thy mouth 
« againſt thy friend, fear not, for 
there may be a recanciliation; 
«except for upbraiding, or pride, 
« or diſcloſing of ſecrets, or a trea- 
« cherous wound, —for, for theſe 
things every friend will de- 
pan.“ 
Ecelus. xxii. 20. 


1 have 


_ tiop, as no other connection can 


. Heart and. Aﬀecvions. 1277 
I have hitherto ſpoken of 2 
friend in the ſingular number, ta- 
ther in compliance with the no- ; 
tions of. , moſt, writers, Who have 
treated of friendſhip; and who gene- 
object, than from my own ideas, 
The higheſt kind of friendſhip is 
indeed confined. to one; — I mean 
the conjugal — Which, in its per- 


ection, is {© entire and abſolute an 


union, of intereſt, will, and affec- 


ſtand in competition with. But 
there are various degrees of friend - 
ſhip, which can admit of ſeveral 
objects, eſteemed, and delighted in, 
for different qualities and whoſe 
Vor. I. N ſepas 
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ſeparate rights are perfectly com- 
patible. Perhaps it is not poſſible 
to love two perſons exactly in the 
ſame degree; yet, the difference 
may be ſo ſmall, that none of the 
parties can be certain on wh fide 
oy ſcale i EIN 


It is a ae of minds to 
wiſh to confine your friend's affec- 
tion ſolely to yourſelf; ſince you 
are conſcious that, however perfect 
your attachment may be, you can- 
rot poſſibly ſupply to her all the 
bleſſings ſhe may derive from ſeve- 
ral friends, who may each love her 
as well as you do, and may each 
contribute largely to her happinels. 

g J 
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If ſhe depends on you alone for all 

the comforts and advantages of 
friendſhip, your abſence” or death 

may leave her deſolate: and forlorn. 

If therefore you prefer her good 

to your own ſelfiſn gratification, 

you ſhould rather ſtrive! to mul- 

tiply her friends, and be ready to 

| embrace in your affections all who 
love her, and deſerve her love: this 
generoſity will bring its own reward, 
˖ by multiplying the ſources of your 
pleaſures and ſupports; and your 
firſt friend will love you the more 
for ſuch an endearing proof of the 
extent of your affection, which can 
| ſtretch to receive all who ate dear 
to her. But if, on the contrary, 
N 2 every 
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every mark of eſteem ſhewn to an- 
other excites uneaſineſs or reſent- 
ment in you, the perſon you love 
muſt ſoon feel her connection with 
you 'a burden and reſtraint, She 
can own no obligation to ſo ſelfiſh 
an attachment; nor can her ten- 
derneſs be increaſed by that which 
leſſens her efteem. If ſhe js really 
fickle and ungrateful, ſhe is not 
worth your reproaches : if not, ſhe 
muſt be reaſonably offended by 
ſuch injurious imputations. 


You do not want to be told, that 
the ſtricteſt fidelity is required in 
friendſhip : and though poſſibly in- 
{ſtances * de brought, in which 


even 
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even the ſecret of a friend muſt be 
ſacrificed to the calls of juſtice and 
duty, yet theſe are rare and doubt- 
ful caſes, and we may venture to 
pronounce that * Whoſo diſ- 
« covereth fecrets, loſeth his credit, 
« and ſhall never find a friend 
« to his mind.” — © Love thy 
« friend, and be faithful unto 
„ him: but if thou bewrayeſt his 
« ſecrets, follow no-more after him. 
« — For as a man that hath de- 
* ſtroyed his enemy, ſo haſt thou 
* deſtroyed the love of thy friend. 
* —As one that letteth a bird go 
* out of his hand; ſo haſt thou let 
thy neighbour go. — Follow no 
more after him, for he is too far 


® Ecclus. xxvii. 16. 
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4 off z he is as a roe eſtaped out of 

the ſnare. As for a wound it 
may be bound up; and after re- 
vilings there may be reconcile. 
wament; but he that nn ſe- 
_— is without en 
O | 

* Pot to ae e in- 
violable fidelity with the duty you 
owe to yourſelf or others, you muſt 
carefully guard againſt being made 
the repoſitory of ſuch ſecrets as are 
not ſit to be kept. If your friend 
ſhould engage in any unlawful pur- 
ſuit—if, for inſtance, ſhe ſnould in- 
tend to carry on an affair of love, 
unknown to her parents you mult 
firſt uſe your utmoſt endeavours 

(0 
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to diſſuade her from it; and, if 
ſhe perſiſts, poſitively and ſolemnly 
declare againſt being /a- confident 
in ſuch a caſe. Suffer her not to 
ſpeak to you on the ſubject, and 
warn her to forbear acquainting 
you with any ſtep ſhe may propoſe 
to take towards a marriage unſanc- 
tified by parental approbation. 
Tell her, you would think it your 
duty to apprize her parents of the 
danger into which. ſhe was throw- 
ing herſelf, However unkindly ſhe 
may take this at the time, ſhe will 
certainly eſteem and love you the 
more for it, whenever ſhe recovers 
a ſenſe of her duty, or experiences 
the ſad effects of ſwerving from it. 

N 4 There 
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There is another caſe, which 1 
ſhould not chooſe to ſuppoſe poſſi- 
ble, in addreſſing myſelf to ſo 
young 'a perſon, was it not that 
too many inſtances of Tr have of late 
been expoſed to public animadver- 
fion: I mean the caſe of a martied 
woman, who encourages or tole- 
rates the addreſſes of à lover, 
May no ſuch perſon be ever called 
a friend of yours] bur if ever one 
whom, when innocent, you had 
loved, ſhould fall into ſo fatal an 
error, I can only ſay chat, after 


proper remonſtrances, you muſt 


immediately withdraw from all in- 
timacy and confidence with her. 


Nor let the abſurd pretence of 41 
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cent intentions, in ſuch circumſtances, 


countenance, a moment, todugrace- 
ful conduct. There cannot be in- 
nocence, in any degree of indul- 
gence to unlawful paſſion. The 
ſacred obligations of marriage are 
very ill underſtood by the wife, 


who can think herſelf innocent, 


while the parl.cs with a lover, or 
with love—and who does not ſhut 
her heart and cars againſt the moſt 
diſtant approaches af either. A 
virtuous wife—though ſhe ſhonld 
be ſo unhappy as not to be ſecured 
by having her ſtrongeſt affections 
fixed on her huſband — will never 
admit an idea of any other man, in 
the 
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the light of a lover: but, if ſuch 
an idea ſhould unawares intrude 


into her mind, ſhe would in. 


ſtantly ſtifle it, before it grew 
ſtrong enough to give her much un- 
eaſineſs. Not to the moſt inti- 
mate friend hardly to her own 
ſoul would ſhe venture to confeſs 
a weakneſs, ſhe would fo ſincerely 


abhor. Whenever therefore -ſuch 


infidelity of heart is made a ſubject 
of confidence, depend upon it the 
corruption has ſpread far, and has 
been faultily indulged; Enter not 


into her counſels: - Shew her the 


danger ſhe is in, and then; with- 
draw yourſelf from it, whilſt you 
are yet unſullied by contagion, ' 
me | It 
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It has been ſuppoſed a duty of 
friendſhip to lay open every thought 
and every feeling of the heart to 
our friend, But I have uſt men- 
tioned a caſe, in which this is not 
only unneceſſary but wrong. A 
diſgraceful inclination, which we 
reſolve to conquer, ſhould be con- 
cealed from every body; and is 
more eaſily ſubdued when denied 
the indulgence of talking of its ob- 
ject; and, I think, there may be 
other inſtances, in which it would 
be moſt prudent to keep our 
thoughts concealed even from our 
deareſt friend. Some things I 
would communicate to one friend, 
and not to another, whom perhaps 
b I loved 
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1 loved better, becauſe I might 
know that my firſt friend was not 
ſo well qualifted as the other to 
counſel me on that particular ſub- 
jet: a natural bias on her mind, 
ſome prevailing opinion, or ſome 
connection with perſons concerned, 
might make her an improper con- 
dent with regard to one particular, 
though qualified to be ſo, on all 
other occaſions. 


The confidence of friendſhip is 
indeed one of its ſweeteſt pleaſures 
and greateſt advantages. The hu- 
man heart often ſtands in need of 
ſome kind and faithful partner of 
its cares, in whom it may repoſe 
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all its weakneſſes, and with whom 
it is ſure of finding the tendereſt 
ſympathy. Far be it from me to 
ſnut up the heart with cold diſtruſt, 
and rigid caution, or to adopt the 
odious maxim, that ** we ſhould 
« live with a friend, as if he were 
« one day to become an enemy.” 
But we muſt not wholly abandon 
prudence in any ſort of connection; 
ſince when every guard is laid afide, 
our unbounded opennefs may in- 
jure others as well as ourſelves. 
Secrets entruſted to us muſt be 
facredly kept even from our neareſt 
friend; for we have no right to diſ- 
pole of the ſecrets of others. 


It 
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If there is danger in making an 
improper choice of friends, my 
dear child, how much more fatal 
would it be to miſtake in a ſtronger 


kind of attachment —in that which 


leads to an irrevocable engagement 


for life! yet ſo much more is the 


underſtanding blinded, when once 


the fancy is captivated, that it ſeems 


a deſperate undertaking, to con- 
vince a girl in love that ſhe has miſ- 
taken the character of the man ſhe 
prefers. 


= | 75 045 ro Po OS, 
If the paſſions would wait for the 


deciſion of judgment, and if a young 
woman could have the ſame op- 


portunities of examining into the 
real 


Heart and A ections. 191 
real character of her lover, as into 
that of a female candidate for her 
friendſhip, the ſame rules might 
direct you in the choice of both; 
for, marriage being the higheſt 
ſtate of friendſhip, the qualities re- 
quiſite in a friend are ſtill more 
important in a huſband. But 
young women know ſo little of the 
world, eſpecially of the other ſex, 
and ſuch pains are uſually taken 
to deceive them, that they are eve- 
ry way unqualified to chooſe for 
themſelves, upon their own judg- 
ment. Many a heart ach ſhall I 
feel for you, my ſweet girl, if 1 
live a few years longer! Since, 
not only all your happineſs 1n this 

world, 
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world, but your advancement in 
religion and virtue, or your apoſtacy 
from every good principle you have 
been taught, will probably depend 
on the companion you fix to for 
life. Happy will it be for you if 
you are wiſe and modeſt enough to 
withdraw from temptation, and pre- 
ſerve your heart free and open to 
receive the juſt recommendation of 
your parents: farther than a re- 
commendation, I dare ſay they will 
never go, in an affair, which, 
though it ſhould be begun by 
them, ought never to be proceed - 
ed in, without: your free concur- 
rence. bt e 1 
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Whatever romantic notions you 
may hear, or read of, depend upon 
it, thoſe matches are the happieſt 
which are made on rational grounds 
— on ſuitableneſs of character, de- 
gree, and fortune — on mutual 
eſteem, and the proſpect of a real 
and permanent friendſhip. - Far be 
it from me, to adviſe you to marry 
where you do not love ;—a merce- 
nary marriage is a deteſtable pro- 
ſtitution: But, on the other hand, 
an union formed upon mere perſonal 
liking, without the requiſite founda- 
tion of eſteem, without the ſanction 
of parental approbation, and, conſe- 


_ quently, without the bleſſing of 


God, can be productive of nothing 
Vol. I, O but 
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but” mifery and ſname. The pal. 
flon, to which every conſideration 
of duty and prudence is ſacrificed, 
inſtead of fopplying the loſs of all 
other advantages, will footr itſelf 
be changed into mutual diftruſt= 
repentahce—reproaches—and final. 
ly perhaps into hatred. The dif. 
treſſes it brings will be void of eve- 
ry conſolation : you will have diſ- 
guſted the friends who ſhould be 
your ſupport== debaſed yourſelf in 
the eyes of the world and, what is 
much worſe, in your own eyes; 
and even in thoſe of your huſband: 
above all, you will have offended 
that God, who alone can 1 000 
from calamity. 620 
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From an act like this, I truſt, 
your duty and gratitude to your 


to that we owe to God, and inſe- 
parably connected with it will ef- 
ſectually preſerve you, But molt 
ä young people think they have ful- 
| filed their duty, if they refrain 
from actually marrying againſt pro- 
hibition. They ſuffer their affec- 
tions, and even perhaps their word 
of honour to be engaged, without 
conſulting their parents: yet ſatiſ- 
fy themſelves with reſolving not to 
marry without their conſent: not 
conſidering that, beſides the wretch- 
ed, uſeleſs, uncomfortable ſtate they 
plunge them/e/ves into, when they 
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kind parent the firſt of duties next 
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contract an hopeleſs engagement, 
they muſt likewiſe involve a parent 
in the miſerable dilemma of either 
giving a forced conſent againſt his 
judgment, or of ſeeing his beloved 
child -pine away her prime of life 
in fruitleſs anxiety — ſeeing her ac- 
euſe him of tyranny, becauſe he re. 
ſtrains her from certain ruin — ſee- 
ing her affections alienated from her 
family — and all her thoughts en- 
groſſed by one object, to the de- 
ſtruction of her health and ſpirits 
and of all her improvements and 
occupations. What a cruel alter- 
native for parents, whoſe happi- 
neſs is bound up with that of their 
child! The time to conſult them 
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is before you have-given a lover the 
leaſt: encouragement z/ nor ought 
you to liſten a moment to the man, 
who would wiſh you to keep his 
addreſſes ſecret ; ſince he thereby 
ſhews himſelf conſcious that they 
are not fit to be encouraged. - 


But perhaps I have ſaid enough 
on this ſubject at preſent; though, 
if ever advice on ſuch a topic can be 
of uſe, it muſt be before - paſſion 
has got poſſeſſion of the heart and 
filenced -both reaſon and principle, 
Fix therefore in your mind, as 
deeply as poſſible, thoſe rules of 
duty and prudence, which now 
ſeem reaſonable to you, that they 

may 
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may be at hand in the hour of 
trial, and ſave you from the miſe- 
ries, in which ſtrong affections, un- 
guided by — mm ma- 
ay of our ner 


1 you vn virtue Cp you 
will be incapable of loving an open- 
ly vicious character. But, alas! 
—your innocent heart may be eafi. 
ly enſnared by an artful one —and 
from this danger nothing can ſecure 
you but the experience of thoſe, 
to whoſe guidance God has entruſt- 
ed you: may you be wiſe enough 
to make uſe of it! — So will you 
have the faireſt chance of attaining 
the beſt bleſſings this world can af. 
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ford, in a faithful and virtuous uni- 
on with a. worthy man, Who may 
direct your ſteps in ſafety and ho- 
nour through this life, and partake 
with you the rewards. of virtue in 
that which is to come. But, if this 
happy lot ſhould be denied you, do 
not be afraid of a ſingle life. A 
worthy woman is never deſtitute of 
valuable friends, who in a great 
meaſure ſupply to her the want of 
nearer connections. She can ne- 
ver be {lighted or diſeſteemed, while 


her good temper and benevolence 
render her a bleſſing to her compa- 
nions, Nay, ſhe muſt be honoured 
by all perſons of ſenſe and virtue, 
tor preferring the ſingle ſtare to an 

union 


union unworthy of her. The ca- 
lamities of an unhappy marriage are. 
ſo much greater than can befal 3 
ſingle perſon, that, the unmarried 
woman may. find abundant argu- 
ment to be contented with her cons 
dition, when pointed out to her hy 
Providence. Whether married ot 
ſingle, if your firſt care is to pleaſe 
God, you will undoubtedly! be a 
bleſſed creature; For that which 
„he delights in muſt be ban 
Ho carneſtly I wiſh you this hap- 

pineſs, you eee | 
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